HARDINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 27th April 2010 in Hardingstone Village Hall.
Note:  These Minutes will not be approved by the Council until the next full meeting
Present:  G. Greaves (Chair), R. Faichnie, B. Wright, K. Barton, I Greenaway, D. Adams, C. Miller, C. Greaves A. Stevens, W. Dunkley (Clerk)

6 members of the Public.   Sgt P. Beard, PCSO Maz Stretton
Apologies: Borough Cllr M. Hill, J. Canning, J. Bolton, Cllr. P.Larratt
The Chairman welcomed those present and declared the meeting open.

034/10 Opening Activities

Declarations of Interest: There were no declarations of interest.

The Minutes of the meeting on the 23rd March were approved.
035/10 Public Time

Borough/County Councillors report.  No reports available due to Election.
Police
It was reported that there have been no recent burglaries or robberies.  The Parish Council were reminded that tonight there is a need to decide on priorities for the area.  The Anti-social Behaviour work will carry on in addition.  The information collected by the police indicates that parking, vandalism and nuisance are the three problems identified by cards and requests, in that order.  It was agreed that parking near to Back Lane/High Street area has increased, also parking outside the Nursery School and the Primary school continue to increase.  The police will speak to the Borough Council parking authorities to see whether they can visit the area.  PCSO  Stretton is shortly to meet the headteacher of the Primary school to see about  solutions including a possible barrier to prevent children running on to the road from the school.  It was pointed out that the Parking and Speeding Group of the Parish Council has tried in the past to address all of these problems but did not receive any support from other bodies.  PSCO Stretton suggested she would be willing to attend a Parking and Speeding Group meeting and to discuss problems including whether the area around the garages at the rear of Bouverie Road could be used as parking once they have been knocked down. The Chairman of the Parish Council is shortly to meet the Head of Housing for Northampton Borough Council and will also mention the issues regarding parking on the area in front of the maisonettes in Bouverie Road.
It was agreed that parking should be the priority for the Safer Community Team and it was suggested that the Parking and Speeding Group meet on a monthly basis during this period in order to monitor the situation.  Cllr Faichnie will speak to Cllr Bolton regarding this.

Neighbourhood Watch 
Residents attended Community Link training recently.  On the 8th June there will be a further meeting in the Friends room at the Village Hall when PC S Harris will speak about spotting suspicious behaviour and advise on how to make calls to the police more effective. A further Link training will be held shortly.

Public There were no comments from the public.
036/10 Matters arising from Minutes of 23rd March 2010.
	
	Person/Group to action

	026/10 Council Matters

Chairs of working groups asked to send their Annual Reports to the Clerk by the 10th April.
	Chairs of Groups Reminder

	027/10 Substantive items

Orders to be placed with Carpet Supacentre for Carpet tiles, asking for spare tiles.

Order to be places with SKB Blinds

Order to be places with Lloyd Glennon for noticeboards
	Chair, Clerk Completed
Chair, Clerk Completed
Chair, Clerk Completed

	028/10 Reports from Advisory Groups

Internal Control

Councillors asked to respond to the model Standing Orders previously circulated by the 14th April.

Finance Group

Applicants for Section 137 donations will be notified that they may apply for additional money if they require it.

The individual applicant will be notified that the Parish Council does not offer funding to individuals.

Payment of £4,000 will be made to Mr Greenaway on the 27th March provided that the building had been signed off.

The bill from EON will be queried again.

Open Spaces

The clerk will write to Hardingstone Players and the Allotment holders regarding the scaffolding and fencing left on The Woodings site.

The clerk will write to the Allotment holders regarding the fence erected.

Youth Group

A meeting will be held with the Youth Workers and the police.

General Purposes and Quality of Life

Volunteer decorators required to complete work inside the Parish Building.

Alan Pease to be thanked for his hard work.

The meeting with Insp Lingley to be confirmed.

Keith Rose’s contract to be extended to include tidying the area around the Parish Building and to mow every three weeks.
	Councillors Urgent
Clerk Letter with cheque.

Clerk Completed

Chair Signed off.
Clerk Queried and then paid on advice from Cllr Canning

Clerk Responses received

Clerk Response

Youth Group Report below
All Councillors

Clerk Letter sent

Chair, Clerk See agenda

Clerk Completed

	030/10 Correspondence

The General Purposes Group will consider the request to purchase a piece of land.

Cllr Wright will work with Mr Canning on solving the fencing problems and will inform the clerk accordingly.
	General Purposes Group

Cllr Wright, Clerk In progress – work completed


037/10 Council Matters. 
Annual Report update.  Outstanding reports needed urgently.

Parish Building User’s policy.  It was agreed that the local organisations should be emphasised in the policy and to identify Friends of Hardingstone as funders of the building.  The uniformed groups should be village groups ie scouts and guides.  The policy will be reviewed annually.

Once these amendments have been made it was proposed that the policy be accepted, this was seconded and agreed unanimously.

Vulnerable Adults Policy.  It was proposed to accept this policy, this was seconded and agreed unanimously.

Health and Safety policy.  It was proposed to accept this policy, this was seconded and agreed unanimously.

Fire Risk Assessment.  All Parish Councillors should read and be aware of this document.  A copy will be kept in the building.
The Clerk will maintain a list of all Parish Council documents and procedures with annual review dates.

The Chairman thanked Cllr Barton for his work and herself for her work!

038/10 Substantive ItemsThere were no items.

039/10 Reports items from Advisory Groups
Internal Control.  
The model Standing Orders have been circulated.  Councillors are asked to send comments to Cllr Faichnie as soon as possible when a meeting will be arranged to finalise the model Standing Orders prior to the annual meeting.
Finance Group
Accounts as at 31st March 2010 had been circulated together with a summary of the past year prepared by the Responsible Finance Officer.  There were no questions.

Payments for April were approved as below:

	29
	900
	Carpet Supacentre - carpet tiles
	
	
	890.00

	29
	901
	SKB Blinds - deposit
	
	
	80.00

	13
	902
	Carpet Supacentre - carpet tiles balance
	
	170.00

	12
	903
	W Dunkley - furniture
	
	
	1887.05

	12
	904
	James Knight - Hoover
	
	
	108.31

	27
	905
	W Dunkley Net Salary
	
	
	316.21

	27
	906
	W Dunkley Expenses re building
	
	
	328.05

	27
	907
	Came and Co Insurance
	
	
	741.99

	27
	908
	Northants CALC
	
	
	521.85

	27
	909
	Safelincs - Fire equipment
	
	
	133.03

	27
	910
	NBC printing Voice
	
	
	599.00

	27
	911
	Keith Rose - Maintenance
	
	
	267.58

	27
	912
	Anglian Water - water rates etc
	
	
	127.96

	27
	913
	HVHA - Hire of Hall
	
	
	25.00

	27
	914
	I Greenaway final balance
	
	
	443.34

	27
	915
	Lloyd Glennon – noticeboards
	
	
	530.00

	27
	916
	SKB Blinds  - balance
	
	
	     368.00

	27
	917
	Cheeky Monkeys – S137 donation
	
	
	400.00 

	27
	918
	Bouverie WI – S137 donation 
	
	
	200.00 

	27
	919
	Hardingstone WI S137 donation
	
	
	200.00 

	27
	920
	Bouverie Road Sheltered Housing– S137 donation
	
	
	200.00 

	27
	921
	Friends of Hardingstone – S137 donation
	
	
	200.00 

	27
	922
	Hardingstone Guide Assn – S137 donation
	
	
	200.00 

	27
	923
	Volunteer Car Scheme – S137 donation
	
	
	100.00 

	27
	924
	NBC Business Rates
	
	
	191.45 

	27
	925
	I Greenaway - printing
	
	
	56.50 

	27
	926
	Cancelled
	
	
	0.00 

	27
	927
	P Pease – Parish building
	
	
	414.12 

	27
	928
	Piddington PCC – S137 donation
	
	
	800.00 

	27
	929
	K Barton - paint
	
	
	12.47

	27
	930
	R Bateman - fencing
	
	
	643.90 


Open Spaces 
Playground Report.  The grass has been mown and is looking good.
The fencing around The Chimes has been completed satisfactorily.

The question of the War Memorial poppies was raised.  These had been removed in order to tidy up the area.  It was noted that in future these should be left until October each year unless they have blown away.  The maintenance officer will be informed accordingly.

Cllr Wright and Cllr Canning met with a new resident who wishes to buy a small piece of land from the Parish Council in order to gain access to the side of his house.  The Deed of Covenant for the land will be examined to see if this would be allowed.  The resident would build a new fence.  This will be an ongoing action.  The resident has been informed that this is a Conservation area.

Youth Group

A meeting had been held on the 12th April of the Hardingstone Youth Panel.  Cllr C Greaves attended along with two youth workers and PC Sarah Harris.  There was an update regarding crime in Bouverie Road and the Recreation Ground.  It was confirmed that most of the youngsters want to be able to play football on the Recreation Ground and that seating for all ages was required.  A footpath around the edge of the Recreation Ground could be problematic for the elderly as the ground is not level.  Questions were asked about how people with buggies would negotiate gates if they are installed.  The Panel would not be able to join with the Parish Council for the fete this year but hope to hold an event of their own in the Recreation Ground later this year.  The Youth Group agreed three objectives: 1. start up a youth club 2. hold a summer programme of activities on the Recreation Ground and  3. refurbish the Recreation Ground including new equipment.
Another meeting with the Youth workers had been held in the Parish Building. A Youth Club will start on the 7th May from 7-10pm when it will be named ‘The Hut’.  This will be for the older group of children.   The younger group will meet on Thursdays from 6.30 to 9.00pm.  A contract for service was agreed with the Youth Workers at not more than £175 per week.  This would provide two qualified youth workers and would be in additional to the current work provided.  This comes within the Youth Group budget.

A Residents meeting had also been held.  Only three people attended but this was very positive although there were concerns about possible noise, youths hanging around and smoking.  These problems will be monitored.  The police are fully aware of the activities planned and will be in the area but not in attendance.

A meeting had been also held with the land users – Allotment holders, Guides, Scouts and Hardingstone Players.  They thought the Youth Club was a good idea.  The Allotment holders were concerned about possible damage to their allotments, the Players were fine and not too concerned but there were tensions with the Guides and Scouts concerning the two nights chosen as they currently hold Rainbows, Cubs and Brownies on those evenings.  It was agreed to go ahead and to monitor the situation.
£1000 has been kindly donated by Friends of Hardingstone for equipment and a music licence will be applied for although not necessarily used.
Planning
Applications
19th April 2010 N/2010/0303 Demolition of existing buildings and erection of 12 dwellings with associated access and parking – outline application 31-33 Newport Pagnell Road, Hardingstone

20th April 2010
N/2010/0331  Bastion Homes Plot 7  The Green, Hardingstone  Northampton

Rear Conservatory - Resubmission Of N/2009/0921.

20th April 2010
N/2010/0332  41  High Street Hardingstone  Northampton Single Storey Rear Extension.
 23rd April 2010
N/2010/0362 1 - 4  Osyth Close, Northampton Erection Of Security Railings And Entrance Gates To Existing Parking Area And Site Boundary.

Decisions

4th February 2010 N/2010/0083  11  Hardingstone Lane  Installation Of Dormers (Amendment To Previously Approved Application N/2006/0918)
 Approved 25th March 2010

11th February 2010 N/2010/0100  77  High Street  Hardingstone  Northampton

Alterations To Roof Including An Increase In Height To Accommodate Additional First Floor Living Space And Relocation Of Main Entrance
Approved 25th March 2010

25th February 2010 N/2010/0143  15  Glebe Avenue   -  Northampton Single Storey Side/Rear Extension.
Approved 12th April 2010
Concerns were expressed about the application for 31-33 Newport Pagnell Road particularly concerning access to and from the Newport Pagnell Road.   Cllr Barton will look at the site in detail and contact the Planning group with his thoughts before a response is sent to the Planning Dept.

The application to install lighting of the church has been approved.

Paper copies of the applications will be displayed on the notice board in the Parish Building.
General Purposes and Quality of Life
The Chairman thanked the volunteers for the decorating.  The noticeboard has been completed and Mr Greenaway has shaved the door.  Pam Pease has delivered crockery etc.  The carpets and blinds have been fitted.

The official opening will be held on the 1st May from 11.00am to 4.30pm  The Mayor will arrive shortly after 11.00am and there will be tea and coffee available.  There is a competition for a name for the building  with a small prize.  It was emphasised that the Village Hall car park should not be used when using the Parish Building.  The Mayor has permission to park in the car park but a volunteer is required to monitor the use of the car park.  Cllr Wright volunteered.

Cllr Greenaway has photographs showing the journey of the building and these will be displayed together with financial information about the Parish Council.  A cheque from Friends of Hardingstone will be  presented when the Mayor is present.

Parish Councillors and their partners are invited to attend at some time during the day.  Cllr Wright expressed thanks for the hardwork carried out by Mr Greenaway and the good job done.
The Management group has been set up – Cllrs Canning, Faichnie, C Greaves and G Greaves and Friends of Hardingstone representative and Jo Wright.

There has been one applicant for the cleaning service.  A check list will be agreed between the Chairman and the Clerk and references will be taken up.  The specification will be looked at by Cllr Barton.  The applicant should be able to supply a risk assessment (assisted by Cllr Barton).  Provided that all of the above can be completed satisfactorily an appointment will be made.

External lighting.  There are two requirements – one as users and one as landlords for other tenants.  The clerk will contact Mr Boyt at NBC to request permission to install a light under the porch.

The access slope will be a project to be addressed.  It was proposed to obtain advice and quotations and recommendations.  Open Spaces agreed to take this forward.

The chairman and the clerk attended a meeting at Police HQ regarding the proposed new arrangement for meeting with Police NBC and any other bodies as necessary.  The Forum anticipates two meetings a year in each ward. These would be public meetings and the first should be at Hardingstone’s Annual Parish Meeting on the 25th May 2010.  This would be a prototype and other Parish Councils will be invited.
Following the meeting with tenants, the Parish Council was reminded of the need to undertake annual inspections of the buildings and area and to meet in September.  The tenancies need to be reviewed.

Fete.  The organisation for this year’s Fete was discussed.  Volunteers are still required to bring this together and a new organisation for the following year.  Hopefully a volunteer(s) will emerge shortly.

Communications. 
The next edition of the Voice is 50% completed. 3-4 weeks to delivery.

Cllrs C Greaves and C Miller need some training on the website.  The Clerk will arrange this.

Parking and Speeding Nothing to report.  A meeting will be held shortly.
040/10 Administrative items No items.
041/10 Correspondence
Council


Mr and Mrs Canning
Letter re fencing(previous email)

Building Control, NBC
Certificate of Completion and Electrical Installation certificate

NBC
Minutes

Northants 50+ Network
Events

Country Lion Services
Tesco bus timetable

EON
Terms of new contract

Northampton General Hospital
Invitation to Open Forum meeting

NCC
Tree Warden conference

Northants Acre
Best Village competition

L Langridge
Neighbourhood watch report

CPRE Northants
Stop the Drop Campaign

NBC
Council Agenda for info

NCC
Northants Minerals and Waste Development Framework

NCC
You Choose Campaign leaflets

Northants CALC
Update, Training, LCR Designing Play leaflets

Northants ACRE
Viewpoint

NCC/Milton Keynes Council
Project Reduce information

Northants CALC
Notice of Special General Meeting

NCC
Tree Warden Update

Northants CALC
Northants Councils Charter responses

Northants Police
Crime etc statistics

CPRE
Membership

Northants 50+ network
Silver surfers event
Blake Lapthorn
Query re T Oldfield

NCC
You Choose campaign leaflets

Finance

BDO Stoy Hayward
Annual Audit papers

NBC Rates office
Form for reduction in rates

Came and Co
Insurance renewal

Open Spaces


Midland tree Specialists
Brochure

SMP
Brochure

KOMPAN
Brochure

Miracle Design
Invitations to Racecourse opening
General Purposes & Quality of Life

Allotment Assns
Response re fence

M Kitchen
Re fence

M Savage
Fencing on The Woodings site

Northants Acre
Northamptonshire Best Village Competition 2010

A Rose
Application for cleaning

NBC
Cancellation of Neighbourhood Partnership meeting 15th April

A . Poynter
38 High Street proposal
Youth Group

British Youth Council
Updates
NBC Play Rangers
Sessions 16th – 20th August
Parking & Speeding

Cllr Larratt
Update on potholes, Windrush Road and Bouverie Road

Clerk

NBC
Register of Electors amendments

SLCC
Health & Safety course information

A letter from Solicitors Blake Lapthorn was considered.  The Clerk will examine the records and reply accordingly.

A volunteer was requested to attend the Tree Warden Conference.  Cllr Faichnie will ask Michael Freeland and the Clerk will make a poster.

There were no volunteers to attend the Northants CALC meeting on the 15th May.

It was agreed not to enter the Best Village competition.

042/10 Councillors Reports
Cllr Adams offered his apologies to the Parish Council AGM.

Cllr Greenaway said that some residents have complained that the wildflowers have been mown again in the Pocket Park.  The clerk will contact the Borough Council.

He also reported that fly tipping on Houghton Hill is evident.  The Borough Council will be asked to install bollards.

Cllr Faichnie reported that potholes have been reported to Streetdoctor but when repairs were carried out only one would be repaired.  The workers said that they need a separate report for each hole!  The Clerk was asked to complain to Streetdoctor.

There were no additional reports.

043/10 The date of the next meeting is the 25th May 2010 following the Annual Parish meeting at 7.00pm.
044/10 There being no further business the Chairman thanked the Councillors and closed the meeting at 9.15 pm.

 Chairman…………………………………….. Date…………………………………………..
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