HARDINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 23rd February 2010 in Hardingstone Village Hall.
Note:  These Minutes will not be approved by the Council until the next full meeting
Present:  G. Greaves (Chair), R. Faichnie, J. Canning,  B. Wright, A. Stevens, K. Barton, I Greenaway, D. Adams, Chris Miller, W. Dunkley (Clerk)

11 members of the Public, Insp Lingley, PCSO Stretton
Apologies:  J. Bolton C. Greaves Cllr. P.Larratt
In the absence of the Chairman,the Vice Chairman welcomed those present and declared the meeting open.

012/10 Opening Activities

Declarations of Interest:
Cllr Canning for the item on fencing, I. Greenaway. K Barton, and B. Wright for S137.
The Minutes of the meeting on the 26th January were approved.
The Minutes of the extraordinary meeting on the 12th February were approved.
013/10 Public Time

Borough Councillors report.  Apologies received from Cllr Larratt.
The Chairman joined the meeting and took over the chair.

Police
A report was given by PCSO Stretton. There have been no burglaries or thefts reported recently.  However, there have been 23 reports of anti-social behaviour including six on snowballs.  The Safer Community Team is engaging with the youths though.  There had recently been a visit to the garage area behind Bouverie Road which had included the Fire Service Health and Safety officers, NBC officer, head of the Housing Department and the Police.  It was concluded that any maintenance would cost more than pulling them down. The Housing departments will contact all of those recorded as currently renting garages to offer alternatives to them.  The Wireless Company which has purchased the old Water Tower has agreed to increase the security around the tower.  There are gaps in the school fencing.  Following this visit and with the other activities of the SCT there have been no reports in the last week or so.
Insp Lingley raised the issue of PCSO shortages and the Parish Council’s interest in part funding a PCSO in the future.  Since the PCSOs had increased in strength there has been a better feeling in the village.  The situation where some PCSO had been drafted to other teams was unusual and it is hoped will not be repeated.  Investment in a PCSO could be shared with the Parish Council in the future and would be positively considered.  However, it is not appropriate to go forward with this at the moment as there is currently a period of non-recruitment.  Once the time is appropriate then the Parish Council will be informed.  The training of a PCSO takes up to six months, much of this ‘on the job’ training.  John Chattley, co-ordinator for such bids would be in touch.  Currently the Police are looking for a more local base for the SCT on this side of town and options have been put forward.  The CJC could be a longer term base.
It was agreed by the Police and the Parish Council that it is essential to work together on all youth projects and activities.  Sgt Paul Beard will shortly become the sole sergeant for Nene Valley SCT.
Neighbourhood Watch 
The Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator asked PCSO Stretton to outline the details of the meeting to be held at Bouverie House on Sunday 28th February.  This meeting is being held to introduce a new way of tackling the Neighbourhood Watch system.  The areas in the village will be organised into zones rather than streets, training will be offered on how to put calls through to the Police Call Centre to get a better response and basic forensics knowledge eg stolen items, break ins of houses.  It is also hoped to improve intelligence eg how to ‘spot’ a potential cannabis factory.   Hardingstone has been chosen as one of four areas as it has a vibrant NHW scheme.  It is hoped that this training will help to encourage volunteers to go into areas where it is most needed.  Sarah Harris will send out local information to alert the team eg knockers, suspect vans, identification.  If the volunteers agree to this training then it could take place as soon as March.  It is hoped that an improved system will let people know and care for the village.
Public 
A member of the public raised the point that there are about 750 Council Tax payers in Hardingstone on fixed income and raised concerns about the cost of the Parish Council building costs which had been in the minutes of the meeting of the 12th February.  It is expected that there will be a high level of Council Tax due shortly and that it would not be helpful to approach the Borough Council for any remission.  Although overall there is support for the Parish Council there are concerns if the costs would rise any further.  If the building is to be completed then this should be done with strict budgetary control.  The residents should be notified of the costs and completion date.

The Chairman responded that the building will be completed on the 12th March, an Open day will be held on the 1st May for everyone to see what a good job has been carried out and everyone would be welcome to come.  A display will show the expenditure on the building.  She agreed that this project had been a steep learning curve.  Members of the village with expertise would be very welcome to assist the Parish Council either by becoming Parish Councillors when there is a vacancy or by joining the working groups which work on the various interests in the village.

The member of the public voiced his appreciation on the work of the Parish Councillors on behalf of the village.

Cllr Barton pointed out that the Precept raised for the previous year had included money for new equipment for the Recreation Ground.  This money had been reserved for this project.

The next edition of Hardingstone Voice will contain more information on this item.  Another resident stated how good this edition will be and thanked Cllr Claire Greaves for her work.
014/10 Matters arising from Minutes of 26th January 2010.
	
	Person/Group to action

	002/10Public Time

Police

A meeting is to be arranged shortly between PCSOs and Parish Councillors

Public

The Parish Council will write in support of the proposed change in school admission arrangements.

The Parish Council will liaise with the school PTA regarding fetes etc.
	Clerk to remind. Future action
Clerk Written.

Chairman Carried fwd.

	109/09 Matters arising (carried forward)

Police

Consideration be given to basing PCSOs in proposed CJC.
	Council to monitor

	004/10 Council Matters

Membership of Groups

Dave Adams to join Parking and Speeding and Youth Groups

Chris Miller to join Planning, Communications and General Purposes and Quality of Life

Section 137 Donations

Finance group and clerk to draw up a matrix making recommendations to the Parish Council
	Clerk Completed

Finance Group, Clerk See Agenda

	006/10 Reports from Advisory Groups

Internal Control

The clerk to acknowledge the Auditor’s Interim report

The group to review the process and procedures for procurement and report to the Parish Council and respond in full to the Auditor.

Finance Group

Additional information on expenditure to be provided.

Open Spaces

Cllr Wright will talk to Insp Lingley re equipment for the Recreation Ground

Planning Group

The group will meet to discuss the JPU potential building sites.

General Purposes and Quality of Life

The clerk will circulate an up to date copy of expenditure so far on the building renovation.

Mr Greenaway will arrange a visit to view progress so far

Cllr Adams agreed to attend the PPPP meeting on the 3rd February
It was confirmed that the Neighbourhood Partnership group has now ceased, replaced by the PPPP meetings.  Cllr Adams reported that work with local schools has been recommended.  The chair said that she had met with the new Head at Hardingstone who wished to be kept abreast of projects but not actively involved.

A visit from the Anti-Social Behaviour Unit to a Parish Council meeting could be arranged.
POCA grant to be made for furniture for the Parish Council room.
The grant this year is targeted at vulnerable adults and would not be appropriate for the Parish Council to apply.  Access to the Parish Council building could be a suitable project and will be explored.
A Fete meeting will be held shortly

Communications

The clerk will liaise with Cllr Miller on website.

Parking and Speeding

Parish Councillors to review where grit bins are in the village and to inform the clerk if new or replacement bins are required.  One request had been received at the top of Glebe Avenue.  A further one to be requested for the access for the Scouts and Guides huts and for the corner of Bouverie Road/Martins Lane.  Conservation area types to be requested.  Cllr Adams will report on existing bins.
	Clerk Acknowledged

Internal Control Group, Clerk

Meeting 17.02.10

Clerk Completed

Cllr Wright Ongoing
Planning Group Ongoing
Clerk  Completed

Mr Greenaway 6.02.10

Cllr Adams – Report

Cllr Miller

Chairman

Clerk. Cllr Miller CFWD

Councillors

	009/10 Councillors’ reports

The clerk will clarify the ownership of the land at the rear of houses in High Street bordering Parish Council land. The land at the rear of the houses is not currently registered, this will be investigated but the area needs clearing in any event.
Potholes to be reported to Streetdoctor. Members of the Parish Council and residents can report the many potholes in the village by going to NCC website and then to Streetdoctor.  
	Clerk In progress

All


Matters arising from the meeting 12th February 2010
	
	Person/Group to action

	EX003/10 Public Time

The Parish Council will further explore whether a formal complaint against the Borough Council should be undertaken with regard to the implementation of the Conservation area.
	Council, Clerk Chair to obtain advice.

	EX005/10 Additional expenditure

Copies of the original estimates to be given to Cllrs Miller and Barton.
	Clerk Completed.

	EX006/10 Conclusion

Mr Greenaway would supply more information on expenditure to the Internal Control Group in time for their meeting on Wednesday 17th February.
	Mr Greenaway Completed

	EX007/10 AOB

A decision on worktops would be made.
	Councillors Completed


015/10 Council Matters. No Council matters.
016/10 Substantive Items

Fencing.  Cllr Canning withdrew for this item.
Quotations had been obtained for the replacement of fencing belonging to the Parish Council around a house bordering the Recreation Ground.

Three quotations had been obtained, all three quoted for both plain Galvanised fencing and for polyester coated galvanised fencing.  The Parish Council discussed these alternatives and decided to consider the powder coated quotations.  These were:

1) Harborough Fencing - £1540.31 + VAT and £85.00 plus VAT to remove and take down old fence.

2) Rob Bateman £1181.25 plus VAT

3) Northampton Fencing £ £1600.00 plus VAT

A discussion  took place on whether it was required to replace the whole length of fencing as opposed to just replacing the shorter length of maybe 8 feet.  It was agreed that if a short area was replaced then it could be that the remaining wooden fencing would be targeted and in any event the costs would inevitably rise.

It was decided to replace the whole length and provided that there is no restriction on the type of fencing in the Deed of Covenant and that the waste would be disposed of appropriately, it was proposed that the quotation from Rob Bateman be accepted.  This was seconded and the proposal agreed unanimously.  
Cllr Canning abstained from the vote and then rejoined the meeting.
017/10 Reports items from Advisory Groups
Internal Control.  
A meeting of the group had been held recently to respond to the Auditors Interim report.  The group wishes to extend their best wishes to the Auditor on his ill health.  The group felt that the Paris Council had complied with all of its processes and procedures and had raised small points regarding Mr Greenaway’s withdrawal from meetings and Declarations of Interest.  The proposed response is attached.  The group wished to complement those involved in the building and Mr Greenaway in particular.  They felt that there was no evidence that the Parish Council was out of control.  Cllr Miller questioned whether the Parish Council had been aware of the additional costs at al times.  Cllr Canning disagreed and stated that the Parish Council had voted on every expenditure.  A long discussion followed covering whether all expenditure had been agreed or not.  It was concluded that the Group had been tasked to look at whether any regulations had been broken and although lessons had been learnt, no regulations had been broken, no debt incurred and that there were no problems caused by employing a Parish Councillor.  In fact the Parish Council had been able to obtain substantial discounts in doing so.
The chairman thanked the Internal Control Group.

New model Standing Orders
Some new Model Standing Orders have been released by NALC.  The clerk will circulate these to all Parish Councillors for their consideration.  Any points raised should be sent to the Internal Control group who will consider whether recommending them to the Parish Council for adoption.

Finance Group
Payments for February were approved as below:
	Feb
	23
	W Dunkley
	881
	Net Salary
	306.45

	
	23
	BT
	882
	Telephone Feb-Apr
	41.92

	
	23
	Wootton & East Hunsbury PC
	883
	Youth Workers Dec-Jan
	525.00

	
	23
	Keith Rose
	884
	Maintenance LGA 1972 Sched 14
	152.75

	
	23
	HVHA
	885
	Hire of hall 12,20,23 Feb
	37.75


A suggested matrix for assessing donations under Section 137 of Local Government Act will be weighted by the Finance Group.

A VAT claim of £1511.83 has been made.

Open Spaces 
Playground Report.  
Cllr Wright will meet with Parish & Shires shortly to discuss the two trees near Glebe Way and behind Bouverie House.
Youth Group

No report.

Planning 
No objections raised on any of the proposed applications.

Applications received

4th February 2010 N/2010/0083  11  Hardingstone Lane  Installation Of Dormers (Amendment To Previously Approved Application N/2006/0918).

11th February 2010 N/2010/0100  77  High Street  Hardingstone  Northampton

Alterations To Roof Including An Increase In Height To Accommodate 
Additional First Floor Living Space And Relocation Of Main Entrance.

17th February 2010 N/2010/0124  Plot 8 The Green, Hardingstone, Northampton

Erection Of Detached Garage

Decisions

4th January 2010
N/2009/1069 Abitec Ltd, 42 Salthouse Road, Northampton

Change Of Use From General Industry (Class B2) To Storage And Distribution) (Class B8).Approved 12th February 2010

The application for Church lighting is ongoing.
General Purposes and Quality of Life
Building progress.  The Building Regulations Officer has advised that there must be a fire door on the kitchen as well as doors/shutters on the hatch.  The fire door will cost approximately £40 more than that quoted for.  The Parish Council is asked to approve additional expenditure for locks for the windows, five at £15 each, £75.  This will remove the need for the security fencing which is costing £150 per month.  In addition diffusers for the lights will cost £122.52, some additional costs for the splashbacks for the kitchen and toilet and to move the thermostat. It is estimated that this will cost approximately £450 which includes labour.  This was proposed, seconded and agreed unanimously.

It was agreed that the kitchen fire door will open into the hallway.  Prices will be obtained for noticeboards.

PPPP. It was confirmed that this replaces the Neighbourhood Partnership meeting.  All items regarding the Community, Safety and Neighbourhood Watch come under the umbrella of the General Purposes and Quality of Life group.  Pam Pease has been seconded to this group as an ex officio member.  Jan Bolton and Dave Adams will attend the PPPP meetings when available.  The next meeting is in May.

Fete committee.  The chairman resigned from the Fete Committee.  She had sent out an email to the members of the group but had not received a response.  The committee has not met recently but work had been ongoing.  A chair for the group is needed and members of the community are welcome to apply to take on this role.

Communications. 
The next edition of the Voice is at the printers.  Articles are needed for the next edition.

Work on the website is ongoing.

Parking and Speeding
No report.

018/10 Administrative items

The clerk had received information on a website Parish online which gives access to maps of the parish and surrounding area.  This would have an initial membership cost of £20 plus £20 pa.  Cllr Barton proposed that the Parish Council join in this facility as it would be very helpful and save money on planning applications and queries about land.  This was seconded and agreed unanimously.
019/10 Correspondence
Council


Alzheimer’s Society
Befriending Scheme

P. Larratt
Free swimming lessons info

Northants CALC
Incorporation of Assn & notice of Special General Meeting

Northants CALC
National Policy re Wind farms etc

CPRE
Newsletter

Northants CALC
New Model Standing Orders

NSPCC
Protection of children

Wootton PC
Carolyn Chisholm school

Northants CALC
Update

Land Registry
Response to query

Northampton Volunteering Centre
Volunteers wanted

NBC
Agenda

Police

P. Pease
Police priorities

PC Harris
Proceeds of Crime grants

PCSO Stretton
Bouverie Road garages

HVHA
Notice of AGM

CPRE
Membership renewal

Energy Saving Trust
Joining Green Communities

Open Spaces

Country Gardens
Grass maintenance

Marshalls
Paving leaflet

Northampton Fencing
Quotation for fencing

R Bateman
Quotation for fencing

Harborough Fencing
Quotation for fencing

Wicksteed
Brochure

Miracle Designs & Play Ltd
Brochure

Planning

WNDC
Invitation to launch of Design Code Manual

Youth

BYC
Survey

BYC
Parliament

General Purposes and Quality of Life

Silver Surfer programmes
Computer sessions for retired

D Adams
Report from PPPP meeting

NBC
Neighbourhood Partnership Agenda

Parking & Speeding

J. Perkins
Request for replacement grit bin

Clerk

NOC IC
Overalls

Northants Branch Newsletter SLCC
Newsletter

SLCC
Details of Parish-online – maps available

020/10 Councillors Reports
Cllr Greenaway asked if work could commence on the Playground Project before the building has been completed.  The chairman expressed reservations about starting another project before completion of the existing work.  Bidding forms would need completion and time for doing so is not available.

The chairman had met with the Parish Land users, Scouts, Guides and Allotment holders recently.  This had been a very positive meeting and a Users Group is proposed for September.  The Scouts have problems with their roof which will not last forever, the Guides have some problems but have mended their roof.  The group said that they would like to work on the Focus recommendations and the chair has been in touch with WNDC to ask what the next step should be.  Another meeting will be  held at the end of March.  Cllr Canning said that as there are several community rooms in the village the Parish Council would need to have a clear idea of what is needed.

It was agreed that the Parish Council needs to work on one project at a time and that support from the residents could be requested in the Voice.  In the past there had been many volunteers willing to assist with projects but this does not seem to be easily forthcoming currently.

Cllr Faichnie reported that the potholes are re-occurring.  These need to be reported to Street Doctor.

Cllr Barton has a draft Health and Safety policy in hand.  The clerk will forward this to the Parish Councillors.

The chairman has a draft Vulnerable Adults policy to be circulated too.

021/10 The date of the next meeting is the 23rd March 2010 at 7.15pm.
022/10 There being no further business the Chairman thanked the Councillors and closed the meeting at 9.18pm.

Chairman…………………………………….. Date…………………………………………..
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