HARDINGSTONE VILLAGE
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Tuesday 25th May 2010 at 7.00 pm in Hardingstone Village Hall.
Present: Mrs G Greaves (Chairman) plus 27 members of the public, Borough Councillor M Hill, County Councillor P. Larratt, Inspector Lingley, Sgt P. Beard, P. Staffell NBC Co-ordinator, S. Parsons NBC, J. Drummond NBC.
The Parish Clerk was asked to take the Minutes of the meeting.
1. Apologies received from:  Cllr Lill, P. Pease, D. Adams
 2. Minutes of Meeting held 9th June 2009
 The minutes were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
 3.  Matters Arising.
There was one matter arising concerning the area behind Bouverie Road.  This item was on the Agenda.
4. Chairman’s Annual Report

Copies of the report were available to all and to members of the Public.  The Chairman highlighted the major events of the past year and thanked everyone who had made these possible including the councillors, the clerk, Pam Pease, Jim Kerr, Keith Rose, Michael Freeland and Sadie Barton and all the numerous volunteers who have assisted the Parish Council over the past year in advisory groups and other activities.  The Annual Report also included highlights of the areas on which the Parish Council intended to concentrate during the forthcoming year.  The biggest project for the year will be work on the Recreation Ground. 

 A full copy of the Annual Report is attached to these Minutes.
5. The Chairman introduced Mr Pete Staffell Co-ordinator from Northampton Borough Council.

Mr Staffell introduced two colleagues from the Borough Council, S. Parson an Environmental Warden and J. Drummond an Environmental Crime Officer.  Mr Staffell thanked the Parish Council for hosting this new style ‘Ward’ meeting.  The purpose of the meeting was to identify problems within Hardingstone and to decide on priority for action by all of the parties concerned where ever they might be located such as Borough Council, Social Services, Environmental Services, and Police etc.  Mr Staffell then asked for the first question.
The Parish Council Footpath Warden asked about CCTV cameras which were reputed to be viewing the footpath on Lewis Lane.  The Environmental Crime Officer stated that this had been placed due to reports of household waste being dumped there.  The team has some small cameras available to survey six hotspots throughout the Borough and these are used as required.
Another resident asked about motorbike speeding and noise behind The Warren, going down to Brackmills.  These events need reporting to the police as and when they occur in order that a police response can be made.

A question was asked about bad parking and whether a warden can visit the village to oversee the parking problems.  Cllr Larratt offered to take up this problem.  The police confirmed that it is an offence to park on the footpath resulting in blocking the path for pedestrians, buggies and wheelchairs and these offences should be reported to the police.  However, parking with two wheels on the path, provided that pedestrians have a through way, is not an offence which the police will pursue.  It is an offence to drive on the path but the driver must be ‘caught in the act’.   Collingtree Parish Council has asked the Chief Constable to extend the powers of PCSOs to cover parking problems but so far this has not been extended.  The Parish Council Parking and Speeding Group is shortly to arrange a walk around the village to identify problem areas.
Mr Staffell reported that Steve Barber of Northampton Highways is looking at the parking around the school and post office with the possibility of introducing barriers and traffic restrictions.  However, there are limited budgets available.

The area around Bouverie Road garages is to be looked at.  The Borough Council own this area and it has been decided that the garages behind Bouverie Road will be demolished.  There is a question as to whether this could be used as a drop off for the school but the entrance is too narrow for passing vehicles going in and out.  There are also too many services under the grass area in front of the maisonettes for parking to be extended there.  The proposal is that if the area where the garages are demolished was used for residents parking this would ease the area in Bouverie Road.  The Housing Officer was not available to attend the meeting but would be willing to review the situation after a year if the area was not used by residents.

The Chairman stated that this is not a purely parking problem around the area but one of anti-social behaviour with fires being set, alcohol abuse and other problems.  The area is used to walk through from one area of the village to another  for elderly residents, school children and others and needs to be tackled by multi-agency action.
Cllr Larratt seconded the Chairman’s comments on the environmental issues which need addressing.  These problems have been reported for at least five years.  It was reported that one of the garages is currently a repository for many empty bottles and cans and other rubbish.

The overwhelming feeling is that this should be a top priority, not just demolition.  In the whole of Hardingstone this is the worst spot in the village and the fact that it has not been solved is far from satisfactory.  A view was expressed that it is important that one problem is not replaced by another.  An area which is designated purely for parking may not be used as such.  Another suggestion was that the area could be fenced off and incorporated into the gardens with access still through to Hardy Drive.  

Mr Staffell emphasised that a solution was not expected to be arrived at this meeting but the priorities should be identified. 
Another suggestion was made that if an opening through to the school grounds was made via the fencing which is currently in a poor state then this could alleviate the parking and drop off problems.  Mr Staffell would follow this up.  Regular street cleaning would also help in the short term but Street services will not do this currently as the ground belongs to the Borough Council.

The Chairman asked how the village would know if priorities were dealt with successfully.  Mr Staffell said that he would feed back on action points and set target dates and the Parish Council would be part of the action plan.  A framework with milestones would be agreed between the relevant parties.

A question was asked about whether the churchyard was being used to target buses being stoned.  The police were not aware that this was the case but would like to have cases reported.

The Chairman stated that the Parish Council’s major priority is the Recreation Ground.  Could this be another priority?  Mr Staffell stated that probably one priority would be best but that some expertise could be offered from the Parks Department.  The Chairman is anxious that Section 106 money identified by Bloor Homes should not be lost and that the Parish Council should be in a position to purchase equipment as soon as this money became available via WNDC.  Mr Staffell promised to pursue this where possible and suggested that a Project Manager could help with this, also the Regeneration Department at NBC.

The meeting was asked for any other issues.  These were identified as problems with potholes and these should be reported via Streetdoctor. Street names will be identified to NCC Parish Enhancement group.

Mr Staffell’s details if residents wish to contact him are: Pete Staffell (01604) 838598,  07920 708224 pstaffell@northampton.gov.uk
The meeting was asked whether it wished to adopt the Bouverie Road garage area as a priority.  A show of hands carried this overwhelmingly.

6. Report from County Councillor P Larratt

It is 12 months since Cllr Larratt was elected to the County Council and it has been a steep learning curve.  One of the issues which he has worked on has been the catchment area for Carolyn Chisholm School which has now been agreed and would mean that children from Hardingstone will be included in the catchment area from 2013 intake.  

The winter just past has caused many significant problems to the roads through the county and NCC is trying to deal with these as best they can.  Requests for grit bins can be sent to Cllr Larratt or NCC.  The past Government set a criteria for potholes to be filled in x days.  This procedure has been changed whereby the operatives have been requested to use their commonsense, fill holes properly and identify and fill nearby potholes as they see them.  This procedure has only just been changed but will hopefully see an improvement.

The County Council is introducing a PFI Streetlighting for the County to replace the lights over 5 year period.  He admitted that the lighting needs to be sympathetic to the areas.

As a County Councillor, Cllr Larratt has £10,000 Empowerment money per year, last year he was able to allocate £4,000 to the Church Floodlighting and is open to requests for the coming year.  £3,000 should be allocated to youth projects.
Cllr Michael Hill has just completed his Mayoral year and is looking forward to a holiday to recuperate after visiting something like 360 charities during the year.
7. Report from Hardingstone Village Hall
A report on the activities of the Village Hall committee was available.  This highlighted the issues which have arisen during the year.  A full copy is attached to these Minutes.  
8.   Report from Neighbourhood Watch
A report on the activities of the Neighbourhood Watch was presented and is attached to this report.

 9. Police Matters

Inspector Lingley reported a very positive situation.  Comparing the last three months with the same period last year shows a 53% reduction in burglary, now  down to 4.3 in this period.  There has been one recent burglary which has resulted in an early arrest.  The Police know who many culprits are.  On Anti-Social Behaviours there have been 10-15 less calls a month during a period when the public have been asked to keep reporting.  The Police have carried out a major exercise against Anti Social Behaviour over the last few months and this will continue.

10. Report from Tree Warden

Mr Freeland had attended the training meeting organised by the County Council.  Wardens are asked to report back on tree problems where these are owned by the County Council i.e. along the roadsides.  Any problem trees should be reported to Mr Freeland for him to report to NCC.  Contact may be made to Mr Freeland at 01604 769095 or 83 The Warren, Hardingstone.  It was reported that there are dead trees in Cherry Orchard near to the A43.  Cllr Larratt will report these.
11. Matters brought to the attention of the Parish Council

A resident asked about the building site at The Farm which seems to have been renamed The Heritage Farm.  Could the old name be retained?  This is either a developer or a Planning Department issue.  The Parish Council are not involved.

A question was asked about the payment to Piddington Parochial Church Council.  This payment was to assist in the production of Forum, the parishes’ magazine.

A question was asked on behalf of another resident about access to the new Parish Room.  The Parish Council are at present requesting quotations and advice on the best way to improve access to the Parish Room.  Once these have been received in full they will be considered and a decision made. 

12. There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.37 pm
Chairman…………………………………….

Date…………………………………………..
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