



HARDINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 27th July 2010 in Hardingstone Parish Room.
Note:  These Minutes will not be approved by the Council until the next full meeting

Present:  G. Greaves (Chair), B. Wright, K. Barton, I Greenaway, D. Adams,  C. Greaves, A. Stevens, J. Canning, J. Bolton, W. Dunkley (Clerk)

8 members of the Public.   Cllr. P.Larratt. PCSO M Stretton
Apologies: R. Faichnie, Borough Cllr M. Hill
The Chairman welcomed those present and declared the meeting open.

069/10 Opening Activities

Declarations of Interest: There were no declarations of interest.

The Minutes of the meeting on the 22nd June May were approved.
070/10 Public Time

Borough/County Councillors report. Cllr Larratt had held a meeting with Andrew Leighton from the Highways Department regarding the railings in High Street. He will be meeting with him again soon.
Cllr Larratt proposed that he would be happy to fund the installation of internet access for the Youth Group if the Parish Council would fund the monthly payments and wished to have such access.
Police and Public. A report had been received from the Police stating that the Bouverie Road garage area was a priority. A planning application for new fencing at the ex-water tower has been made.  The chairman had attended a meeting at the school with the head, representatives from the Borough and County Councils and Pete Stafell.  The garages behind Bouverie Road will be demolished and it is hoped to turn this into a positive area with regular cleaning and a possible alcohol ban.  Railings will also be installed in front of the school, along the zigzag area to prevent children running into the road and parents from parking there.  It has also been suggested that T-bars be marked at the driveways of the houses along Martins Lane up to Glebe Avenue.  There was also a suggestion that the area in front of the maisonettes could be used for parking.  However, the utility companies have opposed this.  It may be possible to have a small area for parking.  PCSO Stretton arrived and added to the report.  She also had bad news that there have been four burglaries in two days along the High Street area.  Access has been via small windows left open downstairs.  Residents are urged to lock all doors and windows at night.  It is believed the burglar came to the village from the golf course area and was described as about 5’11”/6ft male, medium build, shaven head in a combat jacket and not recognised from Police records.  There have been car key attempts mainly aimed at Mercedes, Audi, 4x4, BMW and via cat flap access.  In addition to the comments about Bouverie Road/Martins Lane above the residents in Martins Lane have agreed to join Neighbourhood Watch.  Access to the area behind Bouverie Road will be made wider by removing brambles etc.  There will be no designated parking bays apart from 4 disability bays.  There will be a marked walkway and palisade fencing with metal spikes, the streetlights will be covered with grids to prevent them being smashed.  The tree canopy will also be heightened.  The demolition of the garages is estimated to take a day or so.  Maz Stretton asked whether anyone knew of a similar playground to the Recreation Ground surrounded by houses with no road access?  This might help to assess the best way to use the Rec.   Suggestions have been made to the Housing Department with regard to access from Bouverie Road with perhaps some new build incorporated but this would not be a priority at the moment.  Objections have been received to the suggested bollards outside the Post Office but in fact these would make access for the elderly and disabled to gain access to the shops easier.  Double yellow lines have been agreed to be marked from the old school house, along in front of the village hall and up to the end of the railings on High Street.  This could be enforced by arrangement upon request.  The railings, bollards and T-bars will be jointly funded by the Crime Reduction Unit and Highways Dept.  The Parish Council will be asked to agree to this before work commences.

The Chairman thanked Maz Stretton for her hard work and asked the clerk to request an action plan from Pete Stafell which will be signed up to by all the parties concerned.
PCSO Stretton had a message from Inspector Lingley that the police will be present around the villages during the summer to try to keep a lid on things.   Fires have already been started in Grange Park and Duston.  The gate to the Recreation Ground has been destroyed.  Maz thought that this had been carried out by older people but this was not agreed with by Parish Councillors.  Two major problem youths have left the area and a third could be moved shortly.
Neighbourhood Watch 
A notice has been circulated regarding burglaries recently.  A reminder was issued to council house tenants to report problems to the Housing Department as well as to the Police.  The Hardy Drive barrier is to be altered so that mobility scooters have access but not motorbikes.  A tree was reported to be badly overhanging on the verge in Bouverie Road.  The clerk will report this to Highways together with a tree at the junction of Bouverie Road and Martins Lane.
It was reported that the bus shelter outside the Crown PH has been cordoned off for months and needs repair before any bad weather.  The clerk will contact the County Council.
071/10 Council Matters The Council received the proposed meeting dates.
072/10 Committee Reports

a) Internal Control and Risk

The Annual Audit report was received from BDO and accepted by the Council.
b) Finance and General Purposes
Payments were approved for July.

	July
	1
	Fabtronics
	953
	PA system
	329.00

	
	5
	Cash
	954
	Float for fete
	300.00

	
	10
	P Clarke
	955
	Burgers etc LGA 1972 S.145
	57.50

	
	10
	Cha Cha Entertainer
	956
	Punch & Judy LGA 1972 S.145
	130.00

	
	10
	Fabtronics
	957
	Sound system hire LGA 1972 S.145
	91.37

	
	27
	NBC
	958
	Hardingstone Voice printing
	395.00

	
	27
	J Hunter
	959
	Fencing repair
	130.00

	
	27
	Anglian Water
	960
	Water rates
	95.79

	
	27
	Keith Rose
	961
	Village maintenance
	549.58

	
	27
	BDO
	962
	Annual audit
	470.00

	
	27
	W Dunkley
	963
	Net salary
	271.38

	
	27
	W Dunkley
	964
	Expenses June,July
	197.82

	
	27
	S Barton
	965
	Fete expenses LGA 1972 S.145
	100.77

	
	27
	Frog Island Brewery
	966
	Beer for fete LGA 1972 S.145
	71.25

	
	27
	EON
	967
	Electricity
	34.13

	
	27
	P & B Welding
	968
	Gate for War Memorial area
	117.50


Approval was given to pay invoices in August and for the list to be presented at the September meeting.

The provisional Fete result was presented.   A small surplus had been made this year.

The Minute 082/09 for July 2009 was amended to record the allocation for entertainment from Section 145 instead of Section 137.

The new accounts format reflecting the new committee structure was approved.

A letter from Northants Acre asking for applicants to apply for grants to refresh the Parish Plan had been received.  A new Parish Plan would support the reapplication for Quality Council status.  A discussion was held about whether this work should be carried out as this requires substantial commitment from the Parish Councillors.  It was proposed that the application should be made but that in the event that the work on the Parish Plan was not carried out, this could be returned.  The proposal to apply was agreed with one abstention.
Two solicitors will be asked to quote for work on the leases.

The Annual Parish meeting will be held on the 10th May 2011.  The Village hall will be booked.

c) Open Spaces and Environment

Playground report.  The gate has been vandalised.  A quote for a metal gate has been received from Hassett fencing, other quotes will be obtained. The damage to the fencing has been mended.

Park Landscape have not been mowing the area around the perimeter which they had cut back.  The clerk will ask them to do this.

The chair of the group proposes to set up a working group which will include representatives from the Police to work on an action plan for equipping the Recreation Ground.

Access to the Parish Rooms.  Several surveyors have been contacted to quote on an improved access to the Parish Land.  Only one was willing to quote for the initial design, planning application, survey and specification which could then be used to contract a builder.  It was agreed to go ahead with this.  This was proposed and agreed unanimously.
A tree may be causing an obstruction to the telephone line to the village hall.  This is in the conservation area so the clerk will make enquiries from the Conservation Officer.  If this is given the go ahead then Parish & Shires will be asked to quote.

d) Community

The Fete had been a big success, thank you to all the groups who took part, to the Parish Council for supporting this venture and in particular to Sadie Barton for her hard work.  A small surplus had been made this year for the first time.

The Youth clubs are going well particularly the younger group where more than 15 children are turning up regularly.  The Friday senior group is not so good but this may change.  The Youth Workers will make a quarterly report to the September Parish Council meeting.  There has been a request for internet access and this will be considered by the Youth Forum and a proposal made to the Parish Council.  Match funding by the Youth Group and the Parish Council is proposed.  A query was raised about when the Youth Group closed at 8pm on Friday when no one arrived as to whether the workers are still being paid.  It is believed that the Youth Workers go out into the village to meet with any youngsters who are about.

The Voice is being put together, updates are requested from each group.  Colour photos of the fete will be included in the next edition.  

There will be a Heritage weekend on the 12th September with the church open with a historical photograph display.  There will also be a guided walk around the village as well as bus tours through the village.
There will be coffee mornings and book swaps on the 1st Saturday mornings in August and September.

Friends of Hardingstone are organising a Barn Dance at the Primary School on the 9th October.  Further details later.

d) Planning and Highways

Amendment19th July 2010 N/2010/0606  77  High Street  Hardingstone  Northampton

Amendment To Previously Approved Planning Permission N/2010/0100 For Alterations To Roof Including An Increase In Height To Accommodate Additional First Floor Living Space And Re-Location Of Main Entrance. No Objections from the Parish Council.
Decision 21st June 2010 N/2010/0510  Barclays Record Store  Gowerton Road  Installation Of 3M High Fencing, Sprinkler Tanks, Pump House With Concrete Foundations, Vehicular Access And  Turnstile.
Approved 20th July 2010

073/10 Correspondence
Council


Northants CALC
Quality Council leaflet
Electoral Review team
Consultation
NBC
Road Closure notice

NBC
Agenda & papers
CPRE
Gone with the Wind
Northants CALC
Local Govt Pay scales

CPRE
Membership renewal

Northants Acre
Parish Plan Refresh

HVHA
Tree pruning

HVHA
Hire of hall for Annual Parish meeting

Macmillan Cancer
Biggest Coffee morning support

Northants Police
Statistics for Hardingstone

Open Spaces & Environment

J. Meechan
Recreation Ground
J. Canning
Fencing
J Hughes NBC
Estate walkabout

NBC
KN2 footpath

Miracle Design & Play
Play equipment

Internal Control & Risk

BDO Stoy Hayward
Annual Return 
Planning & Highways

Cllr Larratt
Re railings in High Street
P Staffell
Street Lighting

Finance & General Purposes

A Callaghan, CIPFA
Statistics for Town & Parish Council

J Garrard & Allen
Lease issues
Community

British Youth Counci;
Youth Councillors
Clerk

SLCC
Clerks & Councils Direct

SLCC
The Clerk

It was decided not to take part in the CIPFA collection of statistics.

074/10 Councillors Reports
Cllr Bolton expressed her thanks to PCSO Maz Stretton for her hard work.

Cllr Bolton suggested a Macmillan Coffee morning in the Parish Room in September.  Cllr C Greaves agreed to help organise this event.
075/10 The date of the next meeting is the 28th September 2010 at 7.15pm in the Parish Room. 
076/10 There being no further business the Chairman thanked the Councillors and closed the meeting at 9.20 pm.

 Chairman…………………………………….. Date…………………………………………..
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