HARDINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 23rd  March 2010 in Hardingstone Village Hall.
Note:  These Minutes will not be approved by the Council until the next full meeting
Present:  G. Greaves (Chair), R. Faichnie, J. Canning, B. Wright, K. Barton, I Greenaway, D. Adams, C. Miller, J. Bolton C. Greaves W. Dunkley (Clerk)

11 members of the Public.   Cllr. P.Larratt
Apologies: A. Stevens, Borough Cllr M. Hill
The Chairman welcomed those present and declared the meeting open.

023/10 Opening Activities

Declarations of Interest:
Cllr Canning for the item on fencing correspondence, G. Greaves, C Greaves, I. Greenaway. K Barton, and B. Wright for S137 donations.
The Minutes of the meeting on the 23rd February were approved.
024/10 Public Time

County Councillors report.
Cllr Larratt reported that he has been progressing the reports of potholes and the motorcycle barrier to Cherry Orchard Park.
Police
A report showed a drop in the number of burglaries for the period 2009/10 against the same period in 2008/09 from 12.3 to 9.7, vehicle crime for a similar period shows a drop from 9.3 to 6.3.  There had been an increase in robberies from 0.3 to 0.7.  There has been an increase in anti social behaviour from 39.7 to 69 but this was recorded until January and since then there has been a decline in numbers due to the work being carried out by the police and Safer Community Team and working with the Anti Social Behaviour unit to gather evidence to support ASBO applications.

Nuala Faulder of the Anti Social Behaviour Unit attended to report on the work of the unit.  Ms Faulder emphasised that evidence is paramount and no ASBOs can be enacted unless actual evidence is presented to the court.  Members of the public are asked to give a name of a suspected culprit if known but if not to describe the person as the police may then be able to identify them. Reports should be made as they happen rather than waiting until the next day.  Emergency reports on 999, non-emergency on 03000 111222.   The Anti Social Behaviour Unit works closely with Mental Health, Social Workers, Housing Departments and schools.  The types of intervention work which occur to try to prevent ASB orders are parenting classes, working with schools, anger management etc.  Witnesses are not identified unless they have to go to course and statements can be used instead of actual attendance at court.
Neighbourhood Watch 
There has been a co-ordinators meeting with the police and volunteers which has resulted in a further eight people volunteering bringing the number to 16.  This means that people can observe and report on areas of the village.

The Bouverie Road garages are still causing problems.  The school are notifying parents to ask them to report on these problems.  An adult has been seen drinking there with juveniles.  He has been warned about drinking near the Londis shop.  The Police have received this report.

Bouverie bungalow residents have been bothered by nuisance actions.  A broken gate has been reported to the Borough Council who says that there is a four month waiting list for repairs.  Unfortunately this gives access to youths causing bother.  The co-ordinator is in touch with the Housing Officer.

Public 
The footpath warden had received a report that KN2 Martins Lane to the Church was muddy but when reporting this to the Rights of Way was informed that they do not deal with muddy paths.  The path has now dried up.  Footpath KN4 Back Lane to the Golf complex has a tree across it but is still negotiable.  This has been notified to the Borough on whose land it is.  There was some discussion about whether this path is overgrown and will be checked out.
025/10 Matters arising from Minutes of 23rd February 2010.
	
	Person/Group to action

	014/10 Matters arising from Minutes of 26th January

002/10 Public Time

The Fete committee will liaise with the school PTA regarding the fete.
	Fete committee Ongoing

	016/10 Substantive items

Fencing.  An Order will be placed with Rob Bateman provided that there is no restriction on the type of fencing in the deed of Covenant and that waste will be disposed of appropriately.
	Clerk to check. Checked.

	017/10 Reports from Advisory Groups

Internal Control

Suggested new Model Standing orders to be circulated to the Parish Councillors for their consideration.  Comments to be sent to Internal Control for their consideration and proposal.

Finance Group

The matrix for S137 applications to be weighted.

Open Spaces
Cllr Wright to meet Parish & Shires re two trees.

General Purposes and Quality of Life

Prices for noticeboards to be obtained.

Fete Committee.  Chairman for the group needed.

Communications

Articles needed for next Voice.

Work on the website
	Clerk, Councillors

Finance group Completed

Cllr Wright Completed
Group Agenda
Minutes, group Ongoing
All

Clerk, Cllr Miller Ongoing

	018/10 Administrative item

Membership of Parish Online to be taken out.
	Clerk Ongoing

	020/10 Councillors Reports

Support for projects to be included in Hardingstone Voice.

Potholes to be reported to Streetdoctor via NCC website.

Draft Health & Safety policy to be circulated.

Draft Vulnerable Adults Policy to be circulated.
	Communications Group

All Clerk reported some.

Clerk Circulated  see Agenda

Clerk Circulated to be tabled April


026/10 Council Matters. 
Chairs of the working groups were asked to send their Annual Report to the Clerk by the 10th April in order that the Parish Council Annual Report can be published in time for the opening of the Parish Building.
027/10 Substantive Items

Quotations for carpet tiles, blinds and noticeboards were tabled by the Chairman.

Quotations for carpeting have been received.

1. Carpet Supacentre 

£1140.51

2. Paul Heighton

£1,150.00
3. D. Shelswell


£1,400.00
4. D Abrams


£1,240.00
These quotations included supply and fitting.  Discussion was made about whether to ask for Scotchguarding but it was decided against but to ask for a box of spare tiles.  The chairman proposed accepting the quotation from Carpet Supacentre, this was seconded and agreed.
Window blinds

Two quotations have been received.

Gillian Blinds


£430 including fitting

SKB blinds


£448 including fitting.

SKB blinds have a bigger range of colours, but both are blackout blinds.  The chairman proposed accepting the quotation from SKB blinds, this was seconded and agreed, one vote against.

Noticeboards

Lloyd Glennon


£390 to fit over the cable in the wall, covering the whole wall

Wagstaffe


£256 Two noticeboards 1800 x 1200 not including fitting

JDC & J


£219 1220 x 2400 

Although the Lloyd Glennon noticeboard was more expensive, in the long run it will provide a better solution particularly for displaying Planning applications in the future.  It was proposed by the chairman that Lloyd Glennon’s quotation including battens at an extra £20 be accepted.  This was seconded and agreed unanimously.
028/10 Reports items from Advisory Groups
Internal Control.  
The model Standing Orders have been circulated.  Councillors are asked to send comments to Cllr Faichnie by the 14th April in order that amendments may be made in time for adoption at the Annual PC meeting in May and for the review of Internal Control to be carried out.
Finance Group
Donations under Section 137.  A matrix was presented and after some discussion it was decided to pay the following amounts, the same as last year.  However, if organisations were in need of additional funding then they will be asked to write again.  A new system is proposed for next year and application forms will be sent out.  A separate letter had been received requesting support for a scout for the jamboree.  Unfortunately the Parish Council is unable to support individuals.
The following payments will be made at the April meeting:

Cheeky Monkeys


£400.00

Bouverie WI



£200.00

Hardingstone WI


£200.00

Bouverie Road Sheltered Housing
£200.00

Friends of Hardingstone


£200.00

Hardingstone Guide Assn

£200.00

Volunteer Car Scheme


£100.00
Payments for March were approved as below:
	Mar
	23
	W Dunkley
	886
	Net Salary March
	262.44

	
	23
	HM Inland Revenue
	887
	Jan,Feb, March
	208.20

	
	23
	W Dunkley
	888
	Expenses Jan-Mar 2010
	285.57

	
	23
	HVHA
	889
	Hire of Hall
	20.25

	
	23
	Keith Rose
	890
	Maintenance LGA 1972 Sched 14
	199.40

	
	23
	Wootton & East Hunsbury PC
	891
	Youth Workers Feb-Mar
	600.00

	
	23
	SLCC
	892
	Clerks membership fee
	82.00

	
	23
	R Bateman
	893
	Fencing
	1387.96

	
	23
	I Greenaway
	894
	Final account 
	4000.00

	
	23
	SAC Heating & Plumbing Ltd
	895
	Central heating & plumbing
	3580.00

	
	23
	I Greenaway
	896
	Paint expenses
	78.87

	
	23
	P Pease
	897
	Expenses for Parish Building
	175.07

	
	23
	EON
	898
	Electricity supply 1st August 08 to 17th March 2010
	750.99

	
	23
	Parish & Shires- M George
	899
	Tree work
	530.00


It was agreed that the amount of £4,000 be paid to Mr Greenaway when the work has been signed off at the weekend 27th March.  The clerk was requested to query the rate charged by EON before this account is finalised.
Open Spaces 
Playground Report.  
The trees have all been dealt with.  Shrubs have been cleared around the Scout hut.

(Cllr Barton left the meeting at 8.55pm)

It was reported that various scaffolding and fencing has been left on the site known as The Woodings.  The clerk will write to Hardingstone Players and the Allotment holders asking who is responsible and to clear the area.  There is also a query over the erection of a fence by the Allotment holders without permission.

Youth Group

There will be a meeting with the Youth Workers on Friday in the new building to discuss the potential for a youth group.  There will also be a meeting with the police to discuss the detached youth work.
Planning 
No objections raised on any of the proposed applications.

Applications received
25th February 2010 N/2010/0143  15  Glebe Avenue   -  Northampton

Single11th March 2010 
N/2010/0196  37      Dartfield  Newport Pagnell Road  -  Northampton

Single Storey Rear Extension.
General Purposes and Quality of Life
Building progress.  The building is looking very good.  The official opening will be on the 1st May from 11.00am until 4.30pm with Friends of Hardingstone holding a Tea, Cake and a Chat in the afternoon.  A display will be made on the new noticeboards.  Volunteer decorators are asked for and several councillors agreed to work on Saturday and Sunday, 27th and 28th March.  Cllr Bolton volunteered to supply breakfast on Saturday.  Alan Pease has done some stirling work and is thanked for his efforts.  
The Chairman has had a meeting with the Police who would like to encourage the Parish Council to use the Recreation Ground for the fete in order for the community to regain ‘ownership’ of the area which has become rather negative recently.   A discussion took place on whether this would be suitable for the Fete.  The police have suggested including other organisations such as YMCA, Fire Brigade etc.  A further meeting will be held with the Police.  A donation of £250 has been offered in memory of a residents wife.
The Chairman has been in  touch with WNDC regarding the proposed Bloor Homes development on Newport Pagnell Road and whether any Section 106 agreement has been made.  It was eventually revealed that £255,000 has been agreed for ‘Play shaping’ equipment in Hardingstone.  Further information is awaited on how and when this money could be accessed for the community.

PPPP. A meeting with Inspector Lingley is expected shortly.
A quotation for extending the work of Keith Rose to cover the area around the Parish Building has been received.  After the initial tidying of two hours = £26.00, a weekly litter pick would take half an hour at £6.50.  It was agreed to accept the mowing quote for three weekly mows at £25 for the period March t o November.  It was agreed to accept this quotation and unanimously passed.
A quotation has been received from Mr Greenaway for the external decoration of the Parish Building.  A discussion took place as to whether Councillors might wish to volunteer to do this work or to obtain further quotations.  The clerk was asked to obtain two further quotes for this work to be completed before the end of April.

Communications. 
The next edition of the Voice is out.  Deadline for the next edition is 15th April.

Parking and Speeding
Nothing to report.  Cllr Bolton  expressed a need to regroup.
029/10 Administrative items

No items.
030/10 Correspondence
Council


NCC
Tree Warden Conference

NHS
Posters

Royal Air Force
Invitation to civic reception

NALC
Seminar notifications

NBC
Consultation on Town Centre Frontages etc

NCC
Newsletter for Highways, Trees, Paths

CPRE
Ridge & Furrow, Woodland Walk events

The Mayor, Northampton Borough Council
Northampton Heart of the Community Awards 2010 – nominations requested

NCC
Recycling Service

NBC
Designated Public Places Order

NBC
Parish Precept 2010/11

Northants Police
Crime levels report

EMDA
Newsletter

HVHA
Acknowledgement of notice

J & S Canning
Complaint re fencing

J & S Canning
Further complaint re fencing

Internal Control

BDO LLP
Audit Briefing Winter 2010

Northants CALC
Internal Audit review

Northants CALC
Replacement auditor info

Finance

L. Fuller
Request for support

Planning

NBC
Church lighting acknowledgement

Fr Brian Stevens
Fencing

CPRE
Planning issues event

Open Spaces

Keith Rose
Quotation to extend services

General Purposes & Quality of Life

A Poynter
Request to purchase land

EON
Electricity supply

Land Registry
Response to query

Youth

BYC
Youth Parliament

Clerk

HM Revenue & Customs
Employer Pack 2010

SLCC
Annual renewal

Lexis Nexis
Patersons Law Conferences

SLCC
The Clerk magazine

Clerks & Councils Direct
Magazine

SLCC
Courses – Health & Safety

NALC
Direct Information Service enrolment information

HM Revenue & Customs
Payslip booklet
A letter had been received from a new resident asking to purchase some land from the Parish Council.  The General Purposes group will consider and respond accordingly.

Cllr Canning left the meeting whilst the question of the fencing supplied by the Parish Council as required under the Deed of Covenant over the Parish Land.
It would appear that Mr Canning had misunderstood the type of fencing which had been installed.  A metal fence had been agreed, Mr Canning thought this would be a closed fence, the Parish Council had understood a pallisade fence had been agreed.  The chairman expressed the view that there were three options open to the Parish Council: 1. Could do nothing and leave the Cannings to pursue a solution 2. Take out the metal fence and replace with close boarded wooden fence or 3. Put additional fencing inside the metal fence.  

The posts from the original fence are still in place.  A discussion took place around which would be the best solution and finally it was agreed that solution 3 be offered, putting an additional wooden fence inside the metal fence.  Cllr Wright will work with Cllr Canning on the way that this is done whilst keeping the clerk fully informed.

The Chairman concluded the discussion stating that in future any work involving Parish Councillors must be on a more formal written basis.

Councillor Canning rejoined the meeting.
031/10 Councillors Reports
Cllr Adams reported that there are three grit bins at the top end of the village.
There were no additional reports.

032/10 The date of the next meeting is the 27th April 2010 at 7.15pm.
033/10 There being no further business the Chairman thanked the Councillors and closed the meeting at 9.53 pm.

Chairman…………………………………….. Date…………………………………………..
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