HARDINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 24th November 2009 in Hardingstone Village Hall.
Note:  These Minutes will not be approved by the Council until the next full meeting
Present:  G. Greaves (Chair), J. Canning,  B. Wright, A. Stevens, C. Greaves, K. Barton, I Greenaway, D. Adams, Chris Miller, W. Dunkley (Clerk)

11 members of the Public, Boro Cllr M. Hill,
Apologies: R. Faichnie, J. Bolton,  
The Chairman welcomed those present and declared the meeting open.

109/09 Public Time

Borough Councillors report. The Mayor, Cllr Hill, apologised for previous absences due to Mayoral duties.  He also apologised for not attending the WNDC meeting on the CJC due to his wife’s illness. Cllr Hill outlined the need for the Boundary Review which is being undertaken mainly due to the size of the Nene Valley electorate.  It is possible that Hardingstone and Great Houghton will be combined into one ward but this will not be decided until next year.

The Borough Council is facing major financial problems as they will have to make cuts of £6m out of a budget of £30m.  These may mean the loss of non-essential services and/or job losses.  A question was asked about what is a non-essential service.  Mr Hill said that this would include Leisure facilities, park-keepers etc.  Refuse collection is a legal requirement..
Cllr Hill reported that  Cllr Colin Lill is unwell at the moment.
Police
PCSO D. Davies reported that she has spoken to some of the youths involved in recent incidents and has issued some ABA contracts, which are between the police, the youngster and their parents.  If these are broken then the youngster could be moved onto an ASBO.

Two members of the public reported on the problems surrounding the bungalow in Martins Lane which is currently empty and which they are the guardians for.  They live in Rugby and are frustrated by the apparent lack of action by the police to deter youths from continued vandalisation of the wall and fences surrounding the bungalow.  They are unemployed and cannot afford to replace the fencing.  The chairman stated that the Parish Council can only look to the police to protect the property.  Apparently Sgt Beard is aware of these continuing problems.  Some of the Councillors stated that they feel that the police are not doing enough, they do not speak to youths even when they see a problem happening.  The feeling is that the police know who is causing the problems but do not take action against them.  It was apparent that when more frequent patrols were taking place by PCSOs then the levels of crime dropped.  The problems are exacerbated by the lack of mobility of the Safer Community Team who have to walk to and from the village taking up valuable time from their shift.  Sgt Beard had said he would be attending the meeting tonight, does his non-attendance mean he does not take the problems seriously.  PCSO Davies stated that the problems are being taken seriously and if contracts are breached then they will be referred to the Anti-Social Behaviour Unit in about a month.  The presence has dropped and the team is short of a PCSO, two are sponsored by Wootton and East Hunsbury Parish Council.
One of the ways that the Parish Council can help is to lobby the Neighbourhood Partnership to get the Hardingstone priorities on their agenda and to encourage all residents to notify all incidents and obtain incident numbers.  The Parish Council will also keep emphasising the difficulties of PCSO shortages.

Neighbourhood Watch 
Several meetings have recently been held between the Police, Housing Authority, Parish Council and Youth Workers, one was a closed meeting at which all of the problems were discussed.  A second meeting had been with residents in Bouverie house and a third will be held on the 3rd December with the Police Customer Services manager, the Police Call Centre manager and others.  The Parish Council were thanked for the Clerk making notes from one of the meetings.  Jim Kerr will attend the Partnership meetings in future.  Cards will be available from the PCSOs to report problems.

There had recently been problems outside the village hall where youths had thrown the parking cones around.  The police attended later in the evening and advised that the parking cones should not be used as they could be thrown about.  However, if they are not used the problems with parking will escalate.  The cones have been replaced but tied to the fencing.  The police implied that they had supplied the Parish Council with some yellow no parking cones but this was not so.

Residents are requested to report all incidents of Anti-Social Behaviour.  The police say that they have increased patrols.  The JAG meetings will restart soon.

The Police will have their mobile Police Station outside Londis on the 28th November.

There had been an attempted break-in in Coldstream Lane.  Residents should keep their back doors and windows locked.  There will be a spotlight on NHW in the Voice soon.

There is a meeting at The Guildhall on the 1st December and on the 3rd December is the Partnership meeting at Wootton.  Cllr Bolton will be asked to attend.  Jim Kerr will be attending with Pam Pease.  The chairman said that these problems are a priority for the village.

Friends of Hardingstone will be holding Open Gardens in 2010.

Public 
No further reports.

110/09 Declarations of Interest

There were no Declarations of Interest.
111/09 Minutes of meeting held on the 27th October 2009.

The minutes were approved as a true copy.

112/09 Matters arising.
	
	Person/Group to action

	098/09 Public Time

Police Report

The clerk will write to the Police asking for detailed information of incidents in Hardingstone.
	Clerk Reply received

	Public

The Parish Council will write to the Borough Council and Police about the problems caused by residents in Bouverie Road.

The Parish Council will arrange a meeting with the Borough Council and Police about the problems in the village.

Some of the benches in the Recreation Ground will be removed temporarily and resited upon advice of suitable locations. 

Details of the delays in re-equipping the Recreation Ground will be included in the next edition of Hardingstone Voice.
	Clerk – NHW meeting
Clerk, Parish Council  NHW meeting

Cllr Wright Removed

Cllr Wright, Cllr C Greaves

	103/09 Substantive Items

Hardingstone Village Hall Association

The Parish Council will write to the Trustees of the Village Hall stating their views.
	Chairman/clerk Acknowledgement received

	Church Lighting

The Parish Council will donate money towards the cost of lighting the Church together with money from Cllr Larratt.
	Clerk to write to Cllr Larratt – Clerk met with Cllr Larratt, forms completed. Planning permission required.  Parish Council will support this.

	104/09 Reports from Advisory groups

Finance Group

The contractor will be asked for a breakdown of expenditure on the renovation of the Parish Council building. Future purchases to be invoiced to the Parish Council in order that VAT may be claimed.
	Clerk To be completed by contractor

	Open Spaces

Cllr Wright will contact Parish & Shires regarding trees and bushes.

Benches will be removed from the Recreation Ground but will be resited at some time in the future.

The Borough Council will be asked for use of a disused garage for storage.
	Cllr Wright Ongoing
Removed.
Clerk Response received, rather negative.

	Youth group

Cllr Greaves will remind the youth Workers about patrolling the Recreation Ground on Friday evenings.
	Cllr C Greaves Meeting held.

	Communications group

Chairs of groups are requested to write an article for the next Voice.
	Chairs of groups Disappointing response.

	Parking and Speeding Group

The future of the group to be discussed at the next PC meeting.

The clerk will contact the Housing Department to ask about the Bouverie Road garages.
	Clerk Agenda

Clerk response received

	Correspondence

The Pocket Park information will be considered for the area of Parish Council land.
	Council

	106/09 Councillors’ reports

The Clerk will contact the Estate Agents concerning the fencing surrounding the empty bungalow in Martins Lane.

Residents to be reminded about overhanging trees and bushes.
	Clerk – Email sent

All


113/09 Council Matters.
Two applications had been received for the two vacancies.  The Public left the room whilst the two candidates were interviewed.
Chris Miller felt that she had a lot to offer the village; she has experience in retail and project management and would like to help the village.

Dave Adams said that he is a local resident and has thought of joining the Parish Council in the past but did not have the time to devote to it.  He hopes that his experience and life in the village will be put to good use.  He feels that the village is still a good place to live in and would like to be part of the parish Council’s effort to move things forward.

The two candidates left the room and the Council discussed their merits and decided that they would co-opt both candidates.  The candidates returned and the proposal was accepted unanimously.

114/09 Substantive Items

No substantive items.

115/09 Reports items from Advisory Groups
Internal Control.  
Nothing to report.
Finance Group
	W Dunkley
	855
	Net Salary Nov LGA 1972
	263.24

	Vision ICT
	856
	Final account
	80.05

	Vision ICT
	857
	Supplying files for new website
	28.75

	J & K Scaffolding (Npton)Ltd
	858
	Scaffolding for roof
	407.10

	Keith Rose
	859
	Maintenance Sept LGA 1972 Sched 14
	286.00

	BT
	860
	Calls and service charge Nov-Jan
	61.29

	Park Landscapes
	861
	Recreation Ground mowing LGA 1972
	322.00

	P. Pease
	862
	NHW expenses
	4.39

	NBC
	863
	Hardingstone Voice
	552.00

	Craftmen Joinery Northampton
	864
	Window supply - part payment
	1948.23

	HVHA
	865
	Hire of Hall
	20.25

	Northants ACRE
	866
	Subscription
	34.00

	Northampton Academy
	867
	Printing
	15.00


A question was asked about the scaffolding payment.  Should this have been included in the roofers cost?  The contractor replied that this was normally paid by the owner of the land, in this case the Parish Council.

The request for the Precept had been received from the Borough Council.  The clerk had made enquiries yet again for an explanation of the Special Expenses but this had not been forthcoming.  The clerk was therefore asked to write with the Precept request stating that the Parish Council does not consent to the Special Expenses unless a satisfactory response is received in the meantime.
Approval was given to pay accounts in December.  List of payments to be presented to the January meeting.

Open Spaces 
Playground Report.  
The benches have now been removed.  The Recreation Ground has now returned to the state it was two years ago except for the improved mowing.

Cllr Wright is proceeding with the tree problems in Martins Lane and Glebe Close and needs to further clarify the problems.

The chairman stated that she will reply to Inspector Lingley when she feels confident she can clarify his points.

Youth Group

A recent meeting had decided to cancel the children’s party.  When it was first started there were no parties at the school or the Mums and Tots Group.  These are now in place and it was felt that the party would be a duplication.  This can be reviewed next year.

The Christmas Quiz has also been deferred until the New Year.

Inspector Lingley has been in touch with the Youth Workers and is arranging a meeting.

Planning 
The CJC application was agreed at the WNDC meeting on the 17th November, the chair giving a casting vote.  The committee was a different set of people to those who had voted against the proposal in September.  The decision could be challenged but this could be expensive.  The businesses on Brackmills are all against the proposal and may be able to afford to take further action.  Rev Stevens is still very opposed and would support any challenge.  A question was asked about whether there is a need to preserve access, should the footpaths be closed from Back Lane.  It was felt that this would be opposed by the many people who used them.  Contractors building the CJC will allocate funding granted under S106 of the Local Govt Act 1972 will be used to fund the detainee policy for transport.
Cllr Barton was thanked for his hardwork on this particular application.

Applications received
30th October 2009 N/2009/0858  5  Pennard Close  -  Northampton Proposed Non-Illuminated Totem Sign.

11th November 2009 N/2009/0916  Site B Pinnacle 15 Unit C  Gowerton Road New Window To South Elevation.
16th November 2009 N/2009/0921  Bastion Homes Plot 7 The Green, Hardingstone Rear Conservatory.

Decision(s) made

01.10.09 N/2009/0601 & N/2009/0598 - 28A  High Street Hardingstone Conversion Of Existing Outbuilding Into Residential Accommodation  Including Ground & First Floor Extensions. 

(Revision Of Permission N/2009/1581). Approved 30th October 2009
General Purposes and Quality of Life
HVHA.  A very short meeting had been held at the beginning of the month.  The Parish Council representatives all resigned due to the reasons outlined in the previous minutes.  Presumably the Village Hall association should now be calling for an EGM.  The chairman of the Parish Council had written to the trustees in advance of the meeting expressing the view that the Parish Council supports the village hall’s continued presence in the village and would like to be kept abreast of developments.

Parish Council building.  A progress report was received.  The building is watertight but completion will not be until the New Year due to the windows.  The chairman stated that she hoped there could be completion by the end of January 2010.

Neighbourhood Partnership Agenda items.  The clerk will inform Sgt Beard that the priorities for Hardingstone are: 1. Anti-Social Behaviour particularly around Bouverie Road and the Recreation Ground. 2. The shortage of police and their lack of mobility.  Emphasis should be made on the need not to be overshadowed by Wootton and East Hunsbury PC.
Special Constable Costs.  The costs of Special Constables and PCSOs were discussed and it was decided to write to Sgt Beard asking that we would like to be informed of the next step we should take.  It may be possible to see Wootton PCs agreement and whether there would be an annual renewable contract.  Apparently there should be a new police constable for the area in January but there is a freeze on further recruitment.
Communications. 
There has been a disappointing response to the request for articles for the Voice.  Could everyone please write about 1000 words on activities in the village and send them to Cllr C Greaves as soon as possible.

The new councillors were asked to write a piece about themselves.

The website should be active soon but there had been problems with Vision ICT.

Parking and Speeding
The chair was not present to put a case for closing this group.

116/09 Correspondence

Council


Northants Acre
Annual Report

NCC
The Isle of Light

Boundary Committee
Electoral Review Northampton

NHS Blood & transplant
 Blood donor notices

Northants Police Authority
Safer Stronger Northampton Partnership – consultation event

LexisNexis Butterworth
Housing & Regeneration event live broadcast 24th November

D Adams
Councillor application

NHS Northants
Annual Report

Northants Police Authority
Safer Stronger Partnership

CPRE
Countryside Voice

Northants Police
Hardingstone crime information

Clerks & Councils Direct
Magazine

Northamptonshire Link
Health & Social Care services

P. Pease NHW
Notice of meeting

NBC
Grants for Vulnerable People & Community Engagement

NCC
Safer Winter Driving leaflets

NBC
Tree Preservation Order

N Pope
Acknowledgement

NBC
Minutes

Northants CALC
Section 137 expenditure, Power of Wellbeing

Stonham Northants
Invitation to launch

Insp Lingley, Police
Response to NHW meeting

NBC
Precept information request

NCC
Spotlight

NBC
Reminder to register to vote

P Pease NHW
Problems in parking etc

P. Pease NHW
Report from meeting

Finance

Barclays Bank
Rates

D. Lovell
Audit queries

Cheeky Monkeys
S137 request

Bouverie WI
S137 request

Planning


WNDC
Notice of meeting 17.11.09

Clerk


SLCC
The Clerk magazine

NCC
Annual conference 9th December

HM Revenue & Customs
Reminder to file on line
117/09 Councillors Reports
Cllr Adams thanked the Parish Council for co-opting him to the Parish Council.

Cllr C Greaves said that Friends of Hardingstone will be holding a Tea, Cake and Chat on the 6th February at Bouverie House at 2.00pm.

Cllr Barton reported that two people have asked him when the benches would be returned to the recreation ground!

118/09 The date of the next meeting is the 26th January 2010 at 7.15pm.
119/09 There being no further business the Chairman thanked the Councillors, wished them a Happy Christmas and prosperous New Year and closed the meeting at 9.12 pm 
Chairman…………………………………….. Date…………………………………………..
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