HARDINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 28th April 2009 in Bouverie House, Hardingstone.
Note:  These Minutes will not be approved by the Council until the next full meeting
Present:  G. Greaves (Chair), R. Faichnie, B. Wright  I. Greenaway, K. Barton A. Stevens, C. Greaves, S. Rogers, J. Bolton, D. Cooper W. Dunkley (Clerk)
8 members of the Public.

Apologies:  Cllr M. Hill, J. Canning,
The Chairman welcomed those present and declared the meeting open.
037/09 Declarations of Interest 
There were no Declarations of Interest.
038/09 Minutes of meeting held on the 24th March 2009.
The minutes were approved as a true record.
039/09 Public Time.

Councillor’s report.  No report.
Public

A question was asked about how to obtain the names and contact details of reputable companies for burglar alarms etc.  Many firms can be located through the Care and Repair Service.  The Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator has full details and will pass them on.  The Police are shortly to arrange a further mobile Police Station (date to be advised) and these details should also be available from them.

A further question was asked about the lack of bulbs at the entrance to the village.  These had been dug up by the previous NCC contractors who had promised to replace them.  The clerk will write to the current contractors to ask whether they will replace the bulbs to make the entrance look more attractive in the spring.

Neighbourhood Watch

Sgt Beard has informed NHW co-ordinator of the various crimes which have occurred in March and April.  These include the problems with the allotments, walls, keys taken from doors and criminal damage to the tree in Bouverie Road.  The Police are pleased to see a rise in the number of incidents reported to the Police by the public.  They have a message that if someone actually witnesses criminal damage taking place, then they should ring the police immediately and this should get an immediate response.

Police report.
The Police were not able to be present but had sent the Parish Council details of a possible Special Constable who might be available for the village.  The Parish Councillors had received copies of this information and agreed that they would like to go ahead with this enterprise.  The clerk will contact Sgt Beard to ask him to go ahead.
040/09 Actions arising from meeting on 24th March 2009

	
	Person/Group to action

	027/09 Public Time

Public The area around the garages.

The wildflowers in the Pocket Park have again been cutback. The clerk was asked to contact English Partnership to ask them to stop.
	The clerk will contact the Director of Housing to ask her to look into this problem area. No response received. The clerk was asked to resend the request with a copy to the Chief Executive and to make an official complaint if no response is received in 10 days.
Clerk No response

	134/08 Advisory Groups (Brought forward)

A meeting date to be arranged with Glebe Way residents


	Open Spaces group. The clerk will write to the residents to arrange a meeting. In progress

	007/09 Reports from Advisory Groups

Open Spaces. The group will consider the suggestion of a football pitch at their next meeting. (carried forward)

Youth Group. The group will consider forming a Youth Forum.(carried forward)
	Group meeting (Carried forward)

Group meeting (Carried forward)

	019/09 Reports from Advisory Groups

Youth Group A contract with Wootton PC will be drawn up regarding the detached youth workers. Cllrs. to make comments on the Wootton proposed agreement and send them to Cllr Canning.


	Councillors. The clerk will liaise with Cllr Canning and Wootton PC Clerk to finalise a contract.

	031/09 Reports from Advisory Groups

Internal Control

The clerk will ask Came & Co for a quotation for insurance on the Youth hut for £75,000.00.

Open Spaces

The quotation from Park Landscapes for mowing the Recreation ground will be accepted together with the quote for clearing the surrounding edge.

The group will look at what equipment is to be ordered.

Planning

The Parish Council will register to speak against the CJC application when it comes to the Planning Committee on the grounds of fear of crime.

A questionnaire survey will take place outside Londis.   Appropriate questions to be sent to Cllr Barton.

General Purposes & Quality of Life

Advertisements for a Special Constable to be placed in Hardingstone Voice, the Forum and in Wootton.

The Summer fete is set for the 18th July.  The clerk will write to the Headmaster and the PTA of the Primary school inviting them to take part. 

A meeting to discuss the fete will be held at Hardy Drive community room on Monday 6th April at 7.45 pm

Parking and Speeding

A meeting of the group will be arranged shortly.

The group will invite Bouverie Road residents to attend.
	Clerk See payment schedule

Clerk Completed

Open Spaces Group Brochures are being considered at a meeting shortly.
Clerk This item is on NBC agenda for 6th May.  NBC have made no objections. The PC will be registered to speak against the application..  As many people as possible should attend the meeting to show the depth of feeling.
Councillors.
Communications, clerk.

See item above
Clerk  The school has declined.
All councillors

Cllr Faichnie TBA

	034/09 Councillor’s reports

Cllr Faichnie reported that the road sign has been replaced but the large holes in the road at the junction of Tate Grove and Hardy Drive had not been mended and were getting larger.  There are also large holes in High Street.
	Clerk Reported.  Potholes have been very badly repaired.


041/09 Council Matters
No items.
042/09 Substantive item.
No items.

043/09 Reports items from Advisory Groups
Internal Control.  
The Audit Commission’s Annual Return was before the Parish Council.  The Statement of Accounts was agreed unanimously.  The Annual governance statement was read in full and agreed unanimously.

Finance Group
The following payments were agreed:
	W. Dunkley
	775
	Net Salary  April LGA 1972 s112
	260.84

	K. Rose
	776
	Maintenance LGA 1972 Sched 14
	291.41

	HVHA
	777
	Hire of Hall Quiz night
	35.55

	W. Dunkley
	778
	Expenses Feb-March 09
	109.51

	I Greenaway
	779
	First stage payment – Youth building
	10000.00

	I Greenaway
	780
	Lower gate installation – Recreation Grd
	420.00

	Came & Co
	781
	Interim cover Youth hut
	28.29

	NBC
	782
	Newsletter
	524.00

	Northants CALC
	783
	Annual subscription
	514.88

	Wootton & East Hunsbury PC
	784
	Youth workers
	300.00

	Cheeky Monkeys
	785
	Donation S 137
	400.00

	Bouverie WI
	786
	Donation S 137
	200.00

	Bouverie RD Sheltered Housing
	787
	Donation S 137
	200.00

	Friends of Hardingstone
	788
	Donation S 137
	200.00

	Hardingstone Guide Association
	789
	Donation S 137
	200.00


Two applications have been received for a grant under Section 137 arrangements.  One of these was from a Cheerleaders organisation outside of the village, the other from Hardingstone WI.  It was agreed that whilst we would not normally give a grant outside of the village, if the Cheerleaders wish to perform at the Fete then a donation could be offered.  The application from the WI was considered and due to the circumstances it was agreed that a donation of £200 could be given and that they would be advised of the normal timescale for applications.

Open Spaces 
The group is considering brochures from various companies for equipment for  the Recreation Ground and will meet shortly together with the Youth Group to shortlist and then ask companies to tender.  An open meeting will be held for other views to be collected.
The problems around the garages continue.

The Recreation ground has been mown several times and the new lower gates have been installed.

Various residents have expressed their concerns about the unofficial campsite near Delapre but this is not in our Parish.

A letter had been received from a resident about overhanging trees on the Newport Pagnell Road.  The clerk will contact the footpath warden to ask him to deal with this problem.

A letter from Hardingstone Players was received concerning their new building and tree roots.  It would appear that the tree roots are from a tree on the village hall ground and should be referred to the HVHA.  However, the council was concerned that from the letter it would appear that planning permission has or will shortly be applied for without any agreement from the Parish Council.  The clerk will ask for copies of their plans as soon as possible.

Youth Group
Funding for the youth building.  An application is in progress with NCC for their Money for Youth programme.  £1500 has been received from one source (to be revealed once other applicants have been informed.)
The group will be meeting shortly to discuss their plans.

The Fish and Chip supper and Quiz night had been very successful with over £100 profit.  Some of the prizes won have been given back for future events.  The next quiz night will be on Saturday the 17th October.

There will be a progress report on the building work next month.  Work has started!

Planning
Only the Criminal Justice Centre proposal in progress.  The Police House is an ‘eyesore’.  The clerk will write to the Empty Homes Officer at NBC to ask for action.
Applications made

28.03.09 N/2009/0196 Demolition of rear conservatory, conversion of roof space including raising roof pitch and installation of dormers to both side elevations:  46 Martins Lane, Hardingstone

03.04.09 N/2009/0205 Proposed conversion roof space.  Front and rear dormer window 19 Massey Close, Hardingstone

Decision(s) made

26.01.09 N/2009/0046  Change of use from General Industry distribution to Martial Arts Centre Approved 9th March 2009

06.03.09 N/2009/0142 Proposed conversion of threshing bar into 2no dwellings.  The Farm, The Green, Hardingstone.

Approved 21st April 2009

General Purposes and Quality of Life. 
Graham Sloper from the Village Hall Association attended to outline the new Village hall constitution prior to the AGM on the 30th April 2009.

The membership of the Association would be 11 people, three nominated by the existing trustees (Laurence Walters and Norman Pope).  These would be the Holding trustees – Paddy Loughnane, Paul Weatherley and Graham Sloper, three nominated by the Parish Council and five places for members of the Association.  These would probably be representatives of groups using the facilities at the village hall.  The membership would be formalised when the new committee meets.  If more than five representatives were nominated then an election would take place.  The new Constitution states that people may not be on the committee for more than three years but in the first instance and to ensure some continuity, it is proposed that one third of the members be nominated for one year, one third for two years and the remaining third for three years.

Once the committee has been elected then a Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer will be elected from those members and the new Chairman will take the meeting forward.  Anyone on the committee will become a Managing Trustee and will act in that capacity as a representative of the Village Hall Association.

Mr Sloper left the meeting at this point and a discussion ensued about who the Parish Council would nominate.  Some councillors expressed their concerns about how the interests of the Parish Council could conflict with the interests of the Village Hall.  The chairman pointed out the need to balance these interests and take the interests of the village as a whole into the future.  It is hoped that the new structure will provide a financially viable future for the village hall.
Councillors Gill Greaves, Faichnie and Canning have been working (along with Cllr Wright) with the existing trustees and it was proposed that they be nominated to represent the Parish Council.  It ws acknowledged that there will be tensions but there is a need to work through this in order to effect change.  The Parish Council agreed with these nominations unanimously.

The Parish Clerk has been invited to become the Minute Secretary.  There was some discussion concerning this as some residents had previously volunteered for this duty.   It was agreed however that perhaps an independent view might be better served if the Parish Clerk was appointed for this duty as she is not involved in the village directly.

A Fete meeting had been held on the 6th April, apologies from Cllrs Rogers and Faichnie who were unable to attend.  A list of actions has been drawn up and a further meeting will be held on Tuesday 5th May, venue to be advised.

The Minutes of the latest JAG meeting had been circulated.  It is disturbing to learn of a new family who have just moved in already causing problems and they are now the result of ASBOs.  The police are now able to enforce the ban on drinking in open spaces.  The problems with parking and speeding suffered in the village are the same throughout the county and country.  Martins Lane speeding is being monitored again.  The Police do not have powers to ticket bad parking.  The Parking and Speeding group will review their actions over the last three years and summarise what might be done.  TOPS have now moved from NBC to NCC and it might be worth contacting them again regarding the parking problems.  Cllr Bolton was thanked for her report.

A copy letter had been received from Mr J Robinson with various complaints.  The clerk and chairman will respond.

A note from the village hall about drinking water was received.  The clerk was asked to respond saying that drinking water should be marked as such and that it is not appropriate to drink from taps in toilets.

Communications. 
The deadline for the next Hardingstone Voice is the 15th May.
Chairs of all of the Groups should send their Annual Reports to the Clerk before the 15th May in order that the Parish Council’s Annual Report may be prepared ready for the Annual meeting on the 26th May.

A question was raised as to whether the colour photos had been worth the extra cost in the Voice.  It was decided that where there is a suitable occasion such as the Fete then colours would be used but not normally.

Contact had been received from a company suggesting an update to our website.  The clerk will contact them and ask for prices and examples etc.

Parking and Speeding
No further items.
The clerk will send Cllr Bolton copies of correspondence over the last three years in order that she ma review the actions taken and raised.

044/09 Administrative Items

Nothing to report.
045/09Correspondence 
Council


MGWSP
Request for details of snow ploughs available

R. Unsworth
Hedge overhanging path

East Midlands Regional Assembly
East Midlands Regional Plan: Partial Review

East Midlands Development Agency
Contact details

Northants CALC


Annual invoice, Update, e-copy sent around, Annual information update

Equality & Human Rights Commission
Public Sector Duties – Equality

CPRE
Northants News

Village Hall
Notice re water etc

Internal Control

Came & Co
Extension to insurance for Youth building

I Greenaway
Public Liability Certificate and acknowledgement of order

Finance Group

Hardingstone WI
Appeal for funds

Northampton Elite Cheerleaders
Appeal for funds

Open Spaces

AH Contracts
Services for dog waste collection

Online Playgrounds
Brochure

Hardingstone Players
Players Hut and tree roots

NBC Tree support
Response to damage to tree

Queensbury Shelters
Brochure

General Purposes & Quality of Life

Sgt Beard
Notes of Jag meeting 17th March

Northants Acre
Village Viewpoint

J. Robinson
Complaint

Youth Group

British Youth Council
Convention details

Northants Police Authority
POCA grant

Planning

West Northants JPU
Request for comments on Draft Affordable Housing SPD

Communications

123 Internet Designs Ltd
Website development

Clerk

SLCC
Membership card

NBC
Electoral roll amendment

Information Commissioner’s Office  
Information disc

HM Revenue
PAYE Book

SLCC
Details of Conference

SLCC
Details of VAT course

046/09 Councillors’ reports
Cllr Faichnie had been asked why the village has not entered the Village of the Year competition.  The answer is that this entry would need a big effort which the Parish Council had not been able to undertake this year.  However, a future entry could be made provided a separate committee was formed to spearhead it.  Villagers could be asked to form part of this committee.
Cllr Greenaway said that the Allotment holders have requested that a small fence be built with a gate for access to try to keep out unwanted visitors.  The Open Spaces group will consider this as there is access for the Players to be considered.
Cllr C Greaves said that the Friends of Hardingstone would be holding their next Tea, cake and chat on Saturday 16th May in the village hall.  There will be a brief AGM to explain how money raised is being spent but plenty of time for a chat. 2.30 pm to 4.00 pm.

Cllr Barton has put up Fete notices.  For Sale notices on the noticeboards should be taken down.

047/09 The date of the next meeting is the 26th May 2009 following the Annual Parish Meeting at 7.00 pm. 
048/09 There being no further business the Chairman thanked the Councillors for attending and closed the meeting at 9.16 pm.
Chairman…………………………………….. Date…………………………………………..
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