HARDINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 10th February 2009 in Hardingstone Village Hall.
Note:  These Minutes will not be approved by the Council until the next full meeting
Present:  G. Greaves (Chair), R. Faichnie, B. Wright  I. Greenaway, K. Barton A. Stevens, C. Greaves, S. Rogers, D. Cooper, W. Dunkley (Clerk)
5 members of the Public, 
Apologies:  J. Bolton, J. Canning, Cllr M. Hill
The Chairman welcomed those present and declared the meeting open.
013/09 Declarations of Interest 
There were no declarations of interest.

014/09 Minutes of meeting held on the 13th January 2009.
The minutes were approved as a true record.
015/09 Public Time.

Councillor’s report.  No report.
Public

A member of the public volunteered to assist the Parish Council in forming an Emergency Plan.  This will be through the Internal Control group.

A resident of Back Lane outlined her opposition to the proposed Criminal Justice Centre.  She has registered to speak at the meeting at Northampton Borough Council Planning Committee on the 11th February.  The Parish Council has registered to speak in opposition as well.  The resident expressed her concern that the Borough Council would appear not to be opposing this application but hoped to help change their minds before they make a decision on the 11th February.

Neighbourhood Watch

Neighbourhood Watch in Hardingstone is changing the way that it organises itself.  The onus will be on residents to report incidents directly to the Police.  This will be outlined in Forum and in Hardingstone Voice as well as updating the Hardingstone village website.
Police report.
Sgt Paul Beard attended and reported that the Joint Action group which incorporates the village representatives and the Safer Community Team has set its objectives for the next three months.  One of these  is to focus on the reported rise in crime in Hardingstone.  A meeting will be held on the 17th February.  Sgt Beard presented some statistics over the last three months (attached) but was asked if these could be improved by adding whether an incident had been solved, the time of day it occurred etc. Sgt Beard agreed to do so.  He said that some youths have been spoken to but the team will try to visit the village earlier in the evenings as it would appear that this is when incidents happen.
016/09 Matters arising from meeting 13th January
	003/09 Public Time

Public The area around the garages in Bouverie Road has still not been cleaned up.  The clerk will report and remind Cllr Lill that he had promised to action this.
	Clerk Acknowledged.  

No response from Cllr Lill.       A further report to NCC,NBC and Cllr Lill will be made.

	Planning – Proposed Criminal Justice Centre The clerk will make enquiries about the closing date for objections.  There is a confusion.
	Clerk Enquiries made and new date notified to all and on the website.

	123/08 Open Spaces (brought forward) Cllr Barton will make a risk assessment on the maintenance workers use of gloves in the Recreation Ground.
	Cllr Barton Carried forward.

	134/08 Advisory Groups (brought forward)

A meeting date will be arranged with Glebe Way Residents.

Report Views on NBC initiative on Public Drinking to dppo@northampton.gov.uk 

Communications All chairs to submit items for the Voice by the 13th February.
	Open Spaces group Carried forward
All

All Chairs of groups. Outstanding reports now required immediately please.

	007/09 Reports from Advisory Groups

Open Spaces

The group will consider the suggestion of a football pitch at its next meeting.

Youth Group

The group will consider the suggestion of forming a Youth Forum at the next meeting.

General Purposes & Quality of Life

The question of grit bins in the village was raised.  The clerk will ask the authorities.

The clerk will write to the bus companies to enquire about Sunday services through Hardingstone.

Parking and Speeding

The clerk will invite PCSOs Egdell and Davies to the meeting on the 27th January at the village hall.  This should also include an invitation to the headmaster.

The clerk will provide the correspondence concerning the area in Bouverie Road which could be used for parking.

Requests for Martins Lane to be gritted should be sent to dgrindly@northamptonshire.gov.uk 
	Group meeting Carried forward.
Group meeting Carried forward.
Clerk Requested, no response yet.
Clerk Written, no response yet.
Clerk Invited but unable to attend.
Clerk Completed.
All Sent from Clerk

	010/09 Councillors’ Reports

The clerk will query the payment for the Scout hut light.
	Clerk It transpires that the bill description was incorrect and should have referred to the sensor on the old Players hut and therefore comes under PC cost.

	The clerk will write to the Police thanking them for their prompt response to a call out over the Christmas break.
	Clerk Completed.


017/09 Council Matters
Standing orders.  The Chairman had requested that this item be on the Agenda as due to work commitments she would be unable to attend meetings on the second Tuesday of each month.  A proposal was made to amend the Standing Orders immediately to change the meeting date to the fourth Tuesday of each month commencing in March.  This proposal was seconded and passed unanimously.
A further proposal was made to cancel the January meeting as well as the August meeting.  This proposal was amended, in view of the change to the fourth Tuesday of the month, to cancel the December meeting as this would be virtually on Christmas.  This proposal was seconded and passed unanimously.

The Chairman asked the Parish Councillors to consider the Standing Orders generally and make any further proposals in advance of the AGM so that new orders could be agreed then.  A suggestions might be to have two Vice-Chairmen.

Documents had been received from NCC regarding Northamptonshire Minerals & waste Development Framework – Locations.  Cllr Cooper agreed to summarise these papers and report to the Planning Group on the 1st March.
General Purposes group will consider the invitation to enter the village of the year competition as its next meeting.

Cllr Canning will be asked to attend the JAG meeting on the 17th February.

A list of training courses had been received from Northants CALC.  Councillors were asked if they had any needs.  Cllr Cooper has not been on the new Councillors course yet but the date available is not convenient.  The clerk will ask for notification of the next date.

018/09 Substantive item.
No matters to hand.

019/09 Reports items from Advisory Groups
Internal Control.  
Nothing to report except to work on an Emergency Plan.

Finance Group
	W Dunkley
	760
	Net Salary LGA 1972 s 112
	244.20

	HVHA
	761
	Hire of Room
	29.80

	Hardingstone Guide Hall
	762
	Sewerage cost
	16.30

	Keith Rose
	763
	Maintenance LGA 1972 Sched 14
	277.30

	BT
	764
	Calls and rental Feb - April
	59.15


Open Spaces 
The Recreation Ground is looking good in the snow.  

A new gate is to be ordered.

Prices for deer guards for new trees is awaited.

Youth Group
Report of the group meeting attached.  Two Youth workers from Wootton Parish Council had attended and offered their services for two hours a week on Fridays to talk to youngsters and assess their needs.  This would cost £75 per week.  The Group has sufficient money in their budget but will probably be able to obtain a grant to recover this.  The workers would report every six weeks on their activities and an agreement would need to be drawn up with Wootton Parish Council to include outcomes and annual review etc. A proposal was made to employ these workers as soon as possible subject to the contract being drawn up and being presented to the next Parish Council meeting on the 24th March.  The proposal was seconded and passed unanimously.

A separate group will be working on the specifications for the hut.  There may be some funds available from the police for this project and Sgt Beard agreed to investigate this possibility.
The Christmas party for children has been booked for the 20th December 2009.

The skate park will not be booked at present.

The summer programme will be scaled down to a Teddy Bears Picnic jointly with Cheeky Monkeys.

Subject to availability, a further quiz night will be held around Easter time.

The chair of the group wishes to resign as chair but agreed to carry on until the AGM when all groups and chairs are reviewed.

Planning
All Parish Councillors have received a copy of a letter from Indigo who are opposing the CJC application.  They wish to meet with Parish Councillors and it was agreed to ask Brian Binley and Michael Hill for their available dates in order that a meeting could be arranged with Indigo and the Planning Group.  Cllr Barton will oppose this application at the NBC Planning committee.

The ex Police house is looking increasingly derelict.  The clerk was asked to find out from NBC Planning when they are going to make a decision.

Applications made

26.01.09 N/2009/0046 15 Osyth Close, Brackmills  Change of use from Distribution centre to Martial Arts Centre No objections
27.01.09 07/0421/FULWNN Construction of business support centre Hotel etc extension of appeal time to 9th February. No objections

General Purposes and Quality of Life. 
Nothing to report but will make a recommendation on the village of the year invitation.

Communications. 
The next Voice deadline is 15th February.
Outstanding reports from some chairs of groups are urgently requested.
Parking and Speeding
The group met on the 27th January but unfortunately PCSO Egdell was unable to attend.  The clerk will write to him and to the headmaster asking for convenient dates for a meeting.
020/09 Administrative Items

Nothing to report.
021/09Correspondence 
Council


NCC
Northamptonshire Minerals & Waste Development Framework – Locations

Northampton Volunteering Centre
e-bulletin

Carillion WSP
Notification of bridgeworks on A45

Northampton Volunteering Centre
NVC e bulletin

NCC Highways Area 8
Newsletter

CALC
Invitation to seminar (large councils)

Northants Acre
2009 Village of the Year competition

Northants CALC
Update

CPRE
Newsletter

NALC
Invitation to Green Seminar 27th March (larger councils)

Village Hall
Invitation to Macmillan coffee morning

Sgt P Beard
Agenda for JAG 17th February

Finance


S. Philpott, G. Greenaway
Thanks

NCC
Budget Consultation

Open Spaces


Tip Top Gardens Ltd
Offer to quote

R & G Landscaping
Offer to quote for services

Wicksteed
Brochure

The Dog Waste Disposal Company
Brochure

M. Martin
Information regarding access to Cherry Orchard

Youth Group


NALC
British Youth Council training offer

Planning


Indigo
Copy letter of objection to CJC

General Purposes & Quality of Life


Communications


White Hart Press
Newsletter printing

Parking and Speeding


NCC
Acknowledgement re Back Lane

NCC
Grit bins acknowledgement and investigation to take place.

Clerk


NALC
Invitation to Clerk’s lunch

022/09 Councillors’ reports
Councillor Stevens offered thanks for the donation to the church clock.  Sufficient money has been received to include some extra work such as automatic changes to Summertime and back.  It is hoped that the work will be carried out in April or May.

Cllr Barton was having trouble with his email account.  The clerk will let him have some further instructions.

Cllr Rogers said that NCC has patched Bouverie Road.

Cllr Faichnie reported the appalling state of the roads in the village during the current snow and ice with no gritting anywhere.  The state of the village hall car park was discussed but there is a problem with continuous clearing if once started.
Cllr C Greaves reported that brown Owl is retiring from the guides.  A letter of thanks was requested and Cllr Stevens suggested a certificate.

The path to the scout and guide huts is lethal.  The clerk was asked to ask the maintenance worker to grit.

Friends of Hardingstone had a very successful Tea, cake and chat session at Bouverie House.  Their next event will be on the 16th May at the village hall for afternoon tea.

The Easter Eggstravaganza will be on Easter Monday from 2.00pm to 4.00pm. Everyone welcome to join in.
023/09 The date of the next meeting is the 24th March 2009 at 7.15 pm. 
024/09 There being no further business the Chairman thanked the Councillors for attending and closed the meeting at 8.47 pm.
Chairman…………………………………….. Date…………………………………………..
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