HARDINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 13th January 2009 in Hardingstone Village Hall.
Note:  These Minutes will not be approved by the Council until the next full meeting
Present:  R. Faichnie, (Chair), B. Wright, J. Bolton, J. Canning,  I. Greenaway, K. Barton A. Stevens, C. Greaves, S. Rogers, D. Cooper, W. Dunkley (Clerk)
5 members of the Public, Cllr M. Hill
Apologies:  G. Greaves
The Vice-Chairman welcomed those present and declared the meeting open, wishing everyone a Happy New Year.
001/09 Declarations of Interest 
There were no declarations of interest.

002/09 Minutes of meeting held on the 9th December 2008.
The minutes were approved as a true record.
003/09 Public Time.

Councillors report.
Councillor Hill reported that his application for funding for the church clock has been approved.

He confirmed that the police seem to be of the view that based on statistics from readings they have taken, there is not a speeding problem in Hardingstone.  However, they have agreed to look again at Martins Lane.

The Borough Council has decided to apply an increase of 4.95% in Council Tax.  The shortfall in their finances is reported to be £8m.  Everyone is probably aware that the Council leaders decided not to attend the meeting organised by the Sixfield and Market Traders organisation.
Public

The area around Bouverie garages has still not been cleaned up.  The sweeper van missed the area out completely.  The clerk will report this again.

Neighbourhood Watch

Cars were vandalised in Bouverie Road and High Street since the last meeting.  The clerk will enquire as to progress by the police on these events.  A fence has been badly damaged bordering the Recreation Ground probably by anti-social drinkers.  Bottles have been thrown into a garden in Glebe Close and smashed on the path.  The police are carrying out investigations and have a plan of action.

Police report.
There was no police report.

Planning - Proposed Criminal Justice Centre

Letters have been sent to WNDC objecting to this proposal.  There is some confusion on what is the actual closing date for objections.  The clerk will make enquiries.  Once the date of the application has been announced it will be necessary to decide on who will speak.  Two people are allowed three minutes each.  Cllr Hill will attend and will be able to speak as a separate objector.

004/09 Matters arising from meeting 9th December
	130/08 Public Time

Planning – Proposed Criminal Justice Centre Cllr Barton to draft a further letter for the website and collection from him.
	Cllr Barton and Clerk Completed

	131/08 Matters arising from 11th November (carried forward)

Cllr Lill to contact Housing Department regarding the Bouverie Road garage problems.
	Cllr Lill The clerk will remind Cllr Lill again.

	123/08 Open Spaces

Gloves for Maintenance worker
	Clerk to make enquiries about current gloves Cllr Barton will make a risk assessment.

	133/08 Substantive item

Section 137 applications

The clerk will inform the applicants of the grants of £200 to Bouverie WI, £200 to Bouverie Road Sheltered Housing group on production of an invoice, £400 to Cheeky Monkeys, £200 to Friends of Hardingstone, £250 to Hardingstone Guides for rent and building maintenance, £50 to the Hardingstone Scouts.

£1,000 to be granted for the restoration of the church clock.

Quotations for lighting church path.
	Clerk Thanks received from FOH, Guides, Bouverie Sheltered Housing, And Cheeky Monkeys.
Thanks received from Fr.Brian
Quotations to be received.



	134/08 Advisory Groups

Open Spaces

An application for NCC enabling money to be made for the gates.

A meeting will be arranged with Glebe Way Residents in the New Year.

Cllr Wright will draw up an outline plan.

A standard red oak tree will be ordered.

Youth Group

The group will meet shortly.
	Cllr G Greaves

Clerk Initial letter sent, meeting date to be decided by the Group
Cllr Wright

Clerk A charge of £12.50 would be made for delivery. The group wish to defer planting for a short period due to two other trees having been broken.


	General Purposes and Quality of Life

Cllr Bolton will attend the Neighbourhood Partnership meeting

Cllr G Greaves, C Greaves, Faichnie and Canning will attend the Village Hall EGM on the 11th December
	Cllr Bolton The meeting discussed drains and a proposal for consultation on limiting public drinking.  Information will be in Londis and the Post Office.  There is a weblink to report view ....
Cllrs The meeting was very lively with some positive and negative views held.  The majority recognised the need for the Parish Council and the Trustees to work together.  A revised constitution will be circulated early in the New Year for approval.  This will include 3 Parish Councillors to be on the management committee with the possibility of other additional PCs.  The management committee will be at least 11 people in total.

	Communications

Chairs of groups asked to write about recent activities by end of February.
	Chairs Items for the Voice as soon as possible please.

	Parking and Speeding

Speeding buses, write to companies.

Inform Insp Lingley of speeding hotspots.

The police will be asked to assist at school leaving times in Martins Lane.
	Clerk To do
Clerk See Group report


	PCSO Egdell to be invited to join the Parking and Speeding Group meetings.

Insp Lingley to make enquires about reducing speed limit to 20 mph
	Group Agreed

Insp Lingley See Group report

	135/08 Administrative items

The clerk will purchase a new laptop.
	Clerk Purchased

	137/08 Councillors Reports

Road signs missing from Bouverie Road, Mershe Close to be reported.

Cllr Cooper will provide information for the Youth Group
	Clerk Reported but there is a shortage of money for signs.
Cllr Cooper Has sent details to Cllr C Greaves about Youth Workers.  He has also obtained 6 tables and 12 chairs from Wootton PC for Hardingstone PC use.  These will be stored in the hut.


005/09 Council Matters
No matters to hand.
006/09 Substantive item.
No matters to hand.

007/09 Reports items from Advisory Groups
Internal Control.  
Cllr Barton was asked to report to the group on his Risk Assessment of the Maintenance Worker.

Finance Group
	W Dunkley
	752
	Net Salary LGA 1972 s 112
	244.40

	W Dunkley
	753
	Expenses Oct-Dec + Laptop
	747.74

	HM Revenue
	754
	PAYE Oct,Nov & Dec
	199.40

	Keith Rose
	755
	Maintenance LGA 1972 Sched 14
	276.25

	Hardingstone PCC
	756
	Donation
	1000.00

	HVHA
	757  
	Hire of room meeting and Christmas party
	     93.55

	Vision ICT
	758
	Email set up
	117.88

	AC Green Electrical
	759
	Repair to  flood lighting
	70.00


Open Spaces 
The Recreation Ground is looking good.  It is hoped to do some re-seeding in the Spring and Park Landscapes have been asked to quote for this.  Some more trees have been broken.

The garage area remains an eye saw.

A question was asked about whether it would be possible to have a football pitch next season.  The group wish to resolve the access questions first but will consider this at the next group meeting.

Youth Group
45 children attended the Christmas party which was very successful with a disco and Father Christmas.  This was a real community event with a positive feeling.

Cllr Wright reported that he had met with a group of youngsters who would like to see a Youth Forum formed.  They would like to move ahead.   This will be discussed at the next group meeting.

Planning
The proposed building at 5 Coneygree has been turned down at appeal.

Applications made

28.12.08 N/2008/1286 2 Ketty Close, Brackmills Ind Estate Single storey workshop extension

6.01.09 N/2008/1298 41 Newport Pagnell Road, Hardingstone – Retrospective application for 4no roof windows to south east and north west elevations of rear extension.

Decision(s) made

31.10.08 N/2008/1130 33 Back Lane, Hardingstone Demolition of existing garage and wide extension and erection of single storey side extension No objections Approved 16th December 2008

General Purposes and Quality of Life. 
A question was raised about the lack of grit bins around the village.  The clerk will ask whether it would be possible to have these around the village on ungritted roads.

A letter had been received enquiring about whether some Sunday buses could call through Hardingstone.  The clerk will write to the bus company.

Communications. 
The next Voice deadline is 15th February.
An email has been received offering website facilities for advertising events. 
Parking and Speeding
PCSO Craig Egdell has agreed to join the group and is of the opinion that there is a problem with speeding in Hardingstone.  The next group meeting will be on Tuesday the 27th January at 7.30 pm in the Friends Room.  The headmaster, PCSOs Egdell and Davies to be invited to attend.

There are increasing problems of parking in Bouverie Road.  The clerk will provide the previous correspondence with the Borough Council regarding parking on the grassed area.

The school pedestrian bus is working well in Wootton and it is hoped this might be introduced in Hardingstone.

During the recent cold spell Martins Lane had become an ice rink.  Residents are asked to request that this road be included in the gritting schedule. The more people that request the greater the chance of success. Please send emails to: dgrindley@northamptonshire.gov.uk or phone 01604 654366.
The poster competition was very good with enthusiastic children making some lively posters.  The Police will use some to produce posters for display.

008/09 Administrative Items

A new laptop has been purchased.

009/09Correspondence 
	Council
	

	HVHA
	Invitation to meeting re constitution

	NBC
	Anti-Social Drinking Legislation

	Northants CALC
	Update

	BT
	Business Reward details

	PA to Chief Constable
	Regarding hit and run (email sent to Cllr Rogers)

	NBC Police
	Neighbourhood Partnership Agenda

	EMDA
	Survive and Thrive – details of meetings

EMDA New

	CPRE
	Fly Tipping query

	NCC
	Copy of Village Hall lease

	Northants Rural Housing
	Annual Report

	Northants CALC
	Details of County training partnership and NCC conference 18th March

	CPRE
	Fieldwork newsletter

	Internal Control
	

	Information Commissioner’s office
	Reminder re Freedom of Information Act

	Finance Group
	

	R.Milne
	Query re Council Tax

	Open Spaces
	

	Solutions 4 Playgrounds
	Price list

	Wicksteed
	Special offer

	NBC Housing
	Acknowledgement

	Wildlife Trust
	Leaflet

	J. Robinson
	Youth shelter proposal

	Glasdon
	Brochures

	Northampton Fencing
	Quotations for gates

	P. Pease
	Recreation Ground

	Covey Nurseries
	Quotation for standard red oak

	Resident
	Glebe Way entrance

	General Purposes and Quality of Life
	

	P Pease NHW
	Copy emails to police and SCT

	K. Batchelor
	Complaint re vehicle damage

	Communication
	

	M. White Vision ICT
	Apologies re website breakdown

	Planning
	

	Planning Inspectorate
	Result of Appeal 8 Martins Lane

	Northants Police
	Notice re CJC Planning

	Parking and Speeding
	

	Northants ACRE
	Community Speed Watch magazine

	Clerk
	

	HM Revenue & Customs
	Reminder re online filing – compulsory from 2009-10 £75 discount

	NBC
	Electoral roll


010/09 Councillors’ Reports
Cllr Greenaway raised the payment for the repairs to floodlights at the village hall.  It was agreed to pay but to query for the future.

Cllr C Greaves invited people to attend the Friends of Hardingstone Tea on the 7th February from 2.00pm to 3.00 pm at Bouverie House.

Cllr Canning wished to compliment the Police on their response to a call over Christmas.  Their response had been immediate and thorough.  A letter of thanks will be sent to the Police.
011/09 The date of the next meeting is the 10th February 2009 at 7.15 pm. 
012/09 There being no further business the Vice-Chairman thanked the Councillors for attending and closed the meeting at 8.30 pm.
Chairman…………………………………….. Date…………………………………………..
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