HARDINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 24th March 2009 in Hardingstone Village Hall.
Note:  These Minutes will not be approved by the Council until the next full meeting
Present:  G. Greaves (Chair), R. Faichnie, B. Wright  I. Greenaway, K. Barton A. Stevens, C. Greaves, S. Rogers, J. Bolton, J. Canning, W. Dunkley (Clerk)
13 members of the Public including three police officers. 
Apologies:  Cllr M. Hill, D. Cooper
The Chairman welcomed those present and declared the meeting open.
025/09 Declarations of Interest 
Cllr I Greenaway declared an interest in the substantive item, the Youth building proposal.

026/09 Minutes of meeting held on the 10th February 2009.
The minutes were approved as a true record.
027/09 Public Time.

Councillor’s report.  No report.
Public

A member of the public stated that the area around the garages off Bouverie Road continues to be a problem with refuse being dumped.  The clerk and Cllr Lill have both been in touch with the Borough Council Housing Department on numerous occasions to no avail.  The clerk will contact the Director of Housing, Lesley Wareing to ask her to look into this problem area.

A member of the public asked about the rise in Council Tax allocated to the Parish Council.  The chairman responded that the budget process starts each summer.  An open meeting was held in September to consult with residents and an article had appeared in Hardingstone Voice.  Historically the precept has been kept low compared to other villages and thus expenditure on many areas of the village has had to be limited.  The Parish Council has employed a maintenance worker to keep the village tidy and is employing youth workers to help with youngsters.  In addition there is a need to refurbish the Recreation Ground, the equipment currently there is very limited and out of date.  There was therefore a need to raise more money through the Precept.  It is not anticipated that there will be another rise such as this and it is hoped that there would be a drop next year.
Another resident asked about the old Players hut.  This is to be refurbished and will be a Parish Council building with a primary function as a youth facility.  It will give the Parish Council a base in the village and the Parish Council will encourage the use by other voluntary groups and thus encourage community spirit in the village.  Initially the building will be fairly basic and show a good use of money.  There is a need to provide facilities for youth and to interact with them.

It was reported that the wildflowers in the pocket park keep being mown down.  The clerk was asked to contact English Partnership to remind them of the need to leave this area free.  It was also reported that motorbikes are using this area too.

Police Officer Richard Cheshire has been working hard to obtain some off-road land for use by youths this summer.

The footpath warden had nothing to report apart from the repaired finger posts.

Neighbourhood Watch

The chairman offered her thanks on behalf of the parish council to Betty Barwick for her work as a co-ordinator with Neighbourhood Watch.  The parish council valued her work.

Pam Pease had attended two JAG meetings recently,  Cllrs Bolton and Canning will report later.

Pam introduced Jim Kerr who lives opposite the school in Martins Lane as the new deputy co-ordinator with Neighbourhood Watch.  Jim is an ex-policeman who is very keen to help.  NHW are concerned about cold callers in the village and residents should beware.  There have been a number of thefts from vehicles but no-one has been apprehended.
Police report.
PC S. Harris introduced herself as new to the Safer Community Team, she is used to village procedures and has already met with youths and cyclists.  Section 59 warnings have been handed out to some of the motorcyclists and if these warnings are broken then their vehicles could be confiscated.  These warnings seem to be working.

Some results of the Speeding Survey were issued by PCSO Egdell.  Although these show some speeding, against the 85% percentile they are not considered to be excessive.  However, he will continue to monitor speeding with hand held speed guns.

There was reported a new resident in Bouverie Road attracting numbers of motorbikes.  The police are aware as with other problems in Bouverie Road.

As from the 31st March NBC will bring in a ban on open alcohol in public spaces throughout the Borough including Hardingstone.  The police will be able to confiscate open bottles or cans.

PC Harris viewed the numbers of juveniles being reported to JAG as a positive as it means that incidents are being reported to the police and asked residents to keep up the good work.

028/09 Matters arising from meeting 10th February
	016/09 Public Time
003/09Public Time January (carried forward)

Public The area around the garages.
	The clerk will remind NBC, NCC and Cllr Lill of the state of this area again. Cllr Lill has actioned.  NBC email.The clerk will contact the Director of Housing.

	123/08 Open Spaces (brought forward)

Cllr Barton to meet with the Maintenance worker
	Cllr Barton has met and the worker is aware of the dangers.  He is currently using his own gloves and stick.  

	134/08 Advisory Groups (Brought forward)

A meeting date to be arranged with Glebe Way residents

Communications.  Remaining chairs to submit their reports for the Voice.
	Open Spaces group (carried forward) The clerk will write to the residents to arrange a meeting.

Chairs (carried forward)

	007/09 Reports from Advisory Groups

Open Spaces. The group will consider the suggestion of a football pitch at their next meeting. (carried forward)

Youth Group. The group will consider forming a Youth Forum.(carried forward)
	Group meeting (Carried forward)

Group meeting (Carried forward)

	017/09 Council Matters

The Parish Council will meet on the fourth Tuesday of each month forthwith excluding August and December.

Standing Orders to be considered for any other amendments.

Cllr Cooper to summarise the NCC Minerals & Waste Development Framework- locations and advise the Planning Group.

General Purposes group will consider the Village of the Year competition invitation.

Cllr Canning will attend the JAG meeting on the 17th February.

The clerk will enquire when the next new \councillor’s course is to take place.
	All Parish Councillors and public to note.

Parish Councillors

Cllr Cooper, Planning Group (carried forward)

General Purposes – It has been decided not to enter this year.

Cllr Canning – see report under General Purposes.

Clerk Place booked for Cllr Cooper for 13th May.

	019/09 Reports from Advisory Groups

Open Spaces. The group will order a new gate.

Youth Group A contract with Wootton PC will be drawn up regarding the detached youth workers.

A group will be working on specifications for the Youth Hut.  Sgt Beard will make enquiries about funds available from the Police.

A quiz night will be held at Easter.

Chair of the Youth Group will be considered at the AGM.
	Group, Clerk – gate ordered.

Group, Clerk – a proposed agreement had been received from Wootton PC.  Cllrs were asked to make comments and an alternative will be drawn up to be approved by Cllr Canning.

Group, Sgt Beard – POCA application made.

Group

Parish Council


029/09 Council Matters
Standing orders.  No amendments have been proposed.
030/09 Substantive item.
Youth Centre proposal.  Plans and quotations were received from Ian Greenaway and Mr D. Williams.  Mr Greenaway withdrew for this item.  The plans show toilets and kitchen areas but otherwise the interior is a blank canvas.
The two quotations were considered, Mr Greenaway’s for £26,056.79 and £29,418.00 from Mr Williams. It was subsequently proposed by Cllr Bolton that the estimated cost from Mr Greenaway be accepted as best value.  This was seconded by Cllr C Greaves and unanimously agreed by the parish council.   The start date will be advised to the clerk and work is estimated to take 6-8 weeks.  Mr Greenaway requested staged payments and this was agreed.

Friends of Hardingstone had written to the parish council donating £2,500 towards this project.  FOH were thanked by the Chairman.  Neighbourhood watch had supported the application for POCA funding.

031/09 Reports items from Advisory Groups
Internal Control.  
Temporary insurance on the hut had been taken out.  The parish council decided that this should be increased to what would be the estimated cost of a new building.  The clerk will ask Came and Co for a quote for £75,000.00.
Finance Group
	W Dunkley
	765
	Net Salary
	244.40

	HM Revenue
	766
	PAYE Jan.Feb and Mar 09
	183.20

	NALC
	767
	Postage for portfolio
	9.67

	Keith Rose
	768
	Maintenance LGA 1972 Sched 14
	247.00

	Came and Co
	769
	Extension Insurance for hut
	25.00

	CPRE
	770
	Planning course/membership
	29.00

	Vision ICT
	771
	Page for Neighbourhood Watch
	57.50

	SLCC
	772
	Membership - clerk
	82.00

	Piddington PCC
	773
	Forum contribution
	800.00

	HVHA
	774
	Hire of hall
	15.80


Details have been received from BDO Stoy Hayward ready for the Annual Audit.
Copies of the notification from NBC concerning the precept were available.

VAT repayment had been received.
Open Spaces 
A quotation for mowing has been received from Park Landscapes of £70 per cut. This was agreed by the parish council together with the quote for £350 to clear the areas around the outer edge of the ground in order that it can be re-seeded.
A meeting will be held shortly to discuss the equipment to be ordered.  Otherwise the Recreation ground is looking well.

Youth Group
A Fish and chip supper and quiz will be held on the 11th April, Easter Sunday.  A few tickets are still available.

The group has agreed that there should be two youth workers in the area every Friday for two hours.  It is hoped to forge links with the youngsters in this way and reduce anti-social behaviour.  The youth workers will make a quarterly report and interact with residents and the police.  It is hoped to form a Youth Forum within the next year.

There has been a change in the CRB notification process.

Planning
The application concerning the threshing barn was purely a change in windows which resulted in a fresh application.  There are no objections from the parish council.

The old police house application has been rejected.

Criminal Justice Centre.   Notification had been received from WNDC concerning new documentation.  This would seem to be a delaying tactic.

A meeting had been held on the 20th March with Brian Binley MP, and consultants representing companies on Brackmills.  Mr Binley has promised to kick down doors.  He proposes to speak to UNITE regarding Barclaycard employees.  When the Borough Council Planning Committee has this on its Agenda, as many residents as possible from Hardingstone should attend.  The parish council will register to speak against the application.  This could possibly be on the 8th April.  It had been agreed that there is a need to attack on different fronts.  The parish council will oppose on the grounds of fear of crime.

It was agreed that it would help to gather some additional information and a survey on a Saturday morning outside Londis was suggested.  Councillors are asked to send appropriate questions to Cllr Barton so that a questionnaire can be drawn up.

Applications made
06.03.09 N/2009/0142 Proposed conversion of threshing barn  into 2no dwellings.  The Farm, The Green, Hardingstone

Decision(s) made

28.12.08 N/2008/1286 2 Ketty Close, Brackmills Ind Estate Single storey workshop extension Approved 12th February 2009

6.01.09 N/2008/1298 41 Newport Pagnell Road, Hardingstone – Retrospective application for 4no roof windows to south east and north west elevations of rear extension. Approved 13th February 2009

28th March 2008 N/2008/0317  60  Police House  The Warren-  Northampton Demolition Of Existing Dwelling And Erect One Pair Of Semi-Detached Houses And One Bungalow. Opposed by Parish Council Refused 23rd February 2009

27.02.09 NATTRAN/EM/S247/44 33 Back Lane stopping up of highway Formal notification

General Purposes and Quality of Life. 
Cllrs Canning and Barton attended two separate JAG meetings which both seem to be focusing well.  The police are taking the issues in Hardingstone seriously.  They have issued curfews to a number of youths, 7.00 pm to 7.00 am daily.  The police are open to suggestions and had suggested additional lighting of various trouble spots.  They had also suggested a Special Constable. This could be advertised in Hardingstone Voice and the Forum and in Wootton.

At the March meeting it was reported that there would be a review of county speed limits on roads but currently there is no funding.  One of the problems is that compared to other areas Hardingstone would not have enough of a problem particularly in regard to child accidents.  This is because Government drives are based on child casualties and Hardingstone does not have any reported.  The police would welcome suggestions for signage.  It is seen that speeding is adult antisocial behaviour.

The Youth worker, Jenny Evans is working hard with youngsters.

The chairman thanked Cllrs Bolton and Canning for attending the JAG meetings.

The date for the Summer Fete has been set for the 18th July.  Bouverie House and outside area have been booked with the Borough Council.  A meeting of the Fete committee has been arranged for the 6th April at Hardy Drive Community room at 7.45 pm.  The clerk will write to the headmaster and PTA at the school to invite them to take part.

Communications. 
The next Voice deadline is 15th May.
Parking and Speeding
The chair of the group was very encouraged by the speeding reports presented by PCSO Egdell.  A meeting will be arranged shortly.

It was reported that a resident in Bouverie Road had been causing problems by parking a large commercial vehicle outside his house for most of the day.  A proposal was made to write to the company to ask them to ask their employee not to park there.  This was defeated by five to three.   However, the Parking and Speeding group will invite the residents to a meeting to hear their problems and the contact the authorities if necessary.

032/09 Administrative Items

Nothing to report.
033/09Correspondence 
Council


Carillion WSP
A45 trunk road access to cabinets

NCC
Invitation to Spring Conference(emailed)

Northants CALC
Paper Update

Zurich Insurance
Brochure

CPRE
Renewal of subscription

CPRE
Litter pick

Standards Board
Town & Parish Standard newsletter

Roade School
Extended Services

NRRU, NCC
Village project mapping

NBC
Neighbourhood Partnership Agenda for 6th April at Hunsbury Library

Nene Valley Community Action
Change in CRB arrangements

C Brownlee
JAG Comments

S.Brown, Sustainable Communities
Public Meeting at Peterborough re Sustainable Communities Act

NALC
Network lunches

NCC
Top 10 local priorities for Highways

EMDA
Brochure

CPRE
Countryside Voice & Houses & Gardens 2009

Internal Control

Came & Co
Insurance cover for youth hut

BDO Stoy Hayward
Annual Audit documents

Finance


NBC
Precept confirmation

Open Spaces

Park Landscapes
Renewal of quote for mowing

NBC
Playbuilder details

Dogs Trust
Posters

Glasdon UK
Brochures

Littlethorpe of Leicester Ltd
Quality bus shelters leaflet

Parking and Speeding

Stagecoach East
Response re Sunday service

NCC
Response re gritting roads

Northants Acre
Speedwatch newsletter

Planning

Indigo Planning
CJC

CPRE
Planning Road show invite

WNDC
CJC amendment

NBC
Consultation on pre-application advice

CPRE
Fieldwork

K. Barton
Comments on pre-application consultation

Youth


British Youth Council
Convention dates

I Greenaway
Quotation and plans for Youth Centre

Clerk

BDO Stoy Hayward
Spring briefing paper

NHS Blood Transfusion
Posters

HM Revenue & Customs
Employer Pack 2009

Local Councils in England & Wales
Clerks & Councils Direct

The Clerk
Magazine

034/09 Councillors’ reports
Cllr C Greaves reminded everyone about the Easter Eggstravaganza from 2.00pm to 4.00 pm on Easter Monday. 50p for adults, 25p for children.  This includes an Easter hat competition.

FOH Tea, cake and chat on Saturday 16th May 2.30 to 4.00 pm, both events at the village hall.

Cllr Faichnie welcomed the replacement road sign but reported that holes in the road are getting larger.  This also applies to holes in High Street.  Holes in Bouverie Road have been mended.

Cllr Greenaway reported that notices put on the noticeboards have been taken down, others have been cut up.
035/09 The date of the next meeting is the 28th April 2009 at 7.15 pm. 
036/09 There being no further business the Chairman thanked the Councillors for attending and closed the meeting at 9.37 pm.
Chairman…………………………………….. Date…………………………………………..
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