HARDINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 27th October 2009 in Hardingstone Village Hall.
Note:  These Minutes will not be approved by the Council until the next full meeting
Present:  G. Greaves (Chair), J. Bolton,  J. Canning,  B. Wright, A. Stevens, C. Greaves, W. Dunkley (Clerk)

9 members of the Public, Cty Cllr P. Larratt
Apologies: M. Hill, R. Faichnie, K. Barton, I Greenaway, Police
The Chairman welcomed those present and declared the meeting open.

098/09 Public Time

Borough Councillors report. No report available due to mayoral duties.
Police report 
The Police had sent apologies and a copy of the recent crime figures for the SCT.  However, these figures were not specific to Hardingstone and therefore not very helpful.  The Parish Council needs detailed information on the anti-social behaviour recently occurring in the Recreation Ground and around Bouverie House.  The clerk will write to the Police to request this information.
Neighbourhood Watch 
The Co-ordinators have not heard from the Safer Community Team for several months. A garden seat has been stolen.  Recently there have been two cases of racist graffiti probably from the same person.  The graffiti was particularly nasty but the Borough Council cleaned it off before the Police had seen it.  One piece was near the Water Tower, the other in the alleyway in Martins Lane.  The Hate Crime Unit came out from the police.  Some youths had climbed onto a shed roof from the alleyway and verbally abused the residents living in the bungalows on Bouverie Road.  The police were called but said that they would come the next day.  It is reported that three youngsters have been excluded from school and are now roaming around the village during the day.
At times it is felt that the Police are working against all the efforts being made by the Parish Council. PC Shannon Henley did not understand that Bouverie House belongs to Northampton Borough Council Housing.  All of these authorities need to be working together towards the same goal.

Public 
A resident stated that he understood that tenants were obliged to observe regulations, especially new tenants.  Some new tenants are causing problems in the Bouverie Road area thus ruining the area for everyone else.  He asked whether the Parish Council could write to the Borough Council and the Police about these problems.  The chairman stated that the Parish Council would write again.  Bouverie Road is again becoming a place where youths congregate and that they are quite intimidating.  The chairman advised residents that they should keep a written diary of all incidents as without such evidence the Borough Council would be unable to act.  Normally probationary tenancies are for twelve months but these could be continuing tenants.  The resident emphasised that there are some good children in the village but a few are spoiling things for the whole.  The chairman stated that a meeting will be arranged shortly between the Parish Council, the police and Northampton Borough Council.
The same resident asked why no new equipment has yet been installed in the Recreation Ground although the Precept had been increased for this purpose.  The Chairman informed the meeting that following meetings with the Police and the Borough Council, it had proved impossible to move ahead until an action plan has been agreed with all of the parties.  The police have advised the Parish Council that they must not ‘design in crime’ and that every consideration should be given to making the recreation Ground a gated area, with fencing and rules and regulations.  This will be a very costly exercise and permission will be required.  As a result of this advice most of the benches have now been or will be removed.  The Parish Council are very disappointed that after all their efforts they are no further forward.  The details will be included in an article in the Hardingstone Voice.
A further question was asked about the use of the old players hut after the renovation has been completed.  This building, which will be a Parish council building, will be available for everyone.

099/09 Declarations of Interest

Cllr Stevens declared an interest in the item on church lighting.
100/09 Minutes of meeting held on the 22nd September 2009.

The minutes were approved as a true copy.

101/09 Matters arising.
	
	Person/Group to action

	087/09 Public Time

Public

Notices for the Budget consultation meeting on the 17th October will be put up when venue confirmed.
	Clerk  -Notices posted.


	090/09 Matters Arising

General Purposes (carried forward)

Cllr Bolton to raise the question of Cherry Orchard and under age drinking at the next Partnership meeting.
	Cllr Bolton This would seem to be a seasonal activity but when it happens it needs more of a police presence.

	091/09 Council Matters

The additional resignation will be reported to NBC, advertised and recruited.

The council agreed that an advert for Special Constables could be included in the Voice and Forum.
	Clerk – No election called for. No nominees.

Clerk, Cllr C Greaves

Completed.

	092/09 Substantive Items

The Open Spaces Group will bring a proposal to the Parish Council in October concerning the Recreation Ground.
	Cllr Wright

Agenda

	093/09 Reports from Advisory Groups

Internal Control

Finance Group to let the chair of Internal Control have information on their processes and procedures.

Finance Group

The clerk will continue to try to find out whether the Parish Council building will attract Business Rates.

Youth Group

The group will arrange an additional meeting with youngsters in about two months time.

Planning

As many as possible will attend the WNDC Planning meeting on the 29th September.

The clerk will inform Rachel Carson that the group would like to keep in touch and meet sometime in the future.

General Purposes and Quality of Life

The clerk will write to the NBC Conservation Office to see whether the money paid to Mr Greenaway can be reimbursed.

Communications

Work with 123 Solutions will go forward.
	Cllr Stevens Completed

Clerk – No further news

Cllr C Greaves

.

All Councillors- application refused, meeting 27th Oct additional. This meeting cancelled due to a technicality.
Clerk Completed

Clerk Refusal received

Clerk, Cllr C Greaves Update

	095/09 Councillors Reports

Cllr Greenaway will ask Keith Rose to remove some bushes near the village hall.

The Scouts will be asked to remove their dumped rubbish.

The Players will be reminded that they must submit any plans to the Parish Council before submitting them to the Planning Dept.
	Cllr Greenaway 

Clerk Request sent

Clerk Request sent


102/09 Council Matters.
No Council matters.
103/09 Substantive Items

Hardingstone Village Hall Association

Cllr Canning reported on the continuing problems at the meetings of the village hall association.  Basically the three Parish Council representatives have been told that they and all of the other members would be standing in a personal capacity and not as representatives of their own organisations.  The three Parish Council representatives were not prepared to do this as they felt that the insurance level for trustees liability currently held at £1/2m was not enough and without the backup of the Parish Council insurance they could find themselves in personal financial difficulty if a claim was made against the village hall association for negligence.  Cllr Canning was of the opinion that in any event any insurance could well be invalid if the association did not meet the charity commission regulations.
There is a need for the village hall to raise more money annually as there is a real possibility that it could run at a loss this year.  The current trustees have done a very good job in raising funds in the past but this has been at the expense of good governance.  There is a need to concentrate on the strategic management of the association and not the day to day business.  Some of the trustees were resistant to this and found the suggestions too bureaucratic.
The question is now how to go forward.  The last meeting had resulted in the new members being asked to go back to their organisations to gather opinions on what they should do.  If all of the representatives decide not to become trustees then the current village hall association would cease to exist.  The old trustees could carry on although they do not wish to do so or they could go back to Northants County Council to ask them to transfer the lease to another body.  There is a view that the Parish Council could take over the running of the village hall.  This would not be empire building but to ensure that the hall and its facilities continue to be available to the village residents.

Under the new constitution, three Parish Councillors should be representatives and if they decide to refuse to take office as Trustees of the Association then the association could not continue.  The fact that there are no written procedures or budget setting process in place is evidence of the lack of governance.  The Northants Acre Village Hall Officer has seen the draft terms of reference put forward by some of the members of the association and has given advice that these are sound.  The Parish Council representatives felt that there is a lack of trust in the Parish Council held by some of the members of the association.

The question was asked as to whether it would be feasible for the Parish Council to take the village hall under its umbrella.  The lease would have to be assigned to the Parish Council.  Any shortfall of perhaps £5/6000 per annum could be met by either an increase in bookings or an increase in the Precept.  Under such an agreement the village hall would no longer be a charity but could have a management committee under the Parish Council umbrella, retaining the current manager.  It was proposed by Cllr Canning that the Parish Council would write to the old trustees putting forward their ideas.  This was seconded by Cllr Wright and carried unanimously.
Recreation Ground

This proposal will come to a later meeting but items discussed later in the agenda.

Church lighting

The chairman proposed that the Parish Council make a contribution towards the light for the church and its pathway.  This was seconded by Cllr Wright and agreed unanimously. Cllr Larratt agreed that he would be able to donate approximately £4,000 from his County Council expenditure on parish items.  

104/09 Reports items from Advisory Groups
Internal Control.  
The group has received the procedures for the Finance Group.
Finance Group
	W Dunkley
	843
	Net Salary  April LGA 1972 s112
	328.02

	W. Dunkley
	844
	Expenses Jul,Aug,Sep
	345.45

	K Rose
	845
	Maintenance LGA 1972 Sched 14
	392.16

	HVHA
	846
	Hall for Quiz
	38.06

	S Barton
	847
	Expenses BBQ
	5.00

	Wootton & East Hunsbury PC
	848
	Youth workers
	975.00

	I Greenaway
	849
	3rd stage payment
	10000.00

	HVHA
	850
	Hire of hall
	20.25

	Rev B Stevens
	851
	Bugler Remembrance Sunday
	20.00

	Royal British Legion
	852
	Donation S 137
	50.00

	K Rose
	853
	Cut down sycamores & briars
	198.25

	Anglian Water
	854
	Water rates
	38.66


Budget 2010-2011

The chair of the group outlined the budget proposal which would not see any increase in the Precept.  A budget consultation had been held but only one resident had attended.  Money not spent has been held over for the following year.

Expenditure on the renovation of the hut has escalated and it is still unknown as to how much the wooden windows will cost.  The contractor will be asked for a breakdown of all of the expenditure and that any future purchases of materials be invoiced to the Parish Council in order that VAT can be claimed back.
Cllr Stevens proposed the budget be accepted and Cllr C Greaves seconded it.  The budget was then agreed unanimously.

Open Spaces 
Playground Report.  
The chair is waiting for details of the gating order.  The Borough Council has confirmed that the Recreation Ground is under consideration.
There have been two complaints about trees and bushes.  Cllr Wright has visited one property and will contact Parish & Shires about having one tree cut back .

There have been complaints about the bench behind Bouverie House and verbal complaints about the third bench.  These benches need to be removed but will eventually be resited after agreement with the appropriate authorities. It was suggested that the Borough Council be contacted to request use of one of the disused garages for storage purposes.
There is a feeling that the Recreation ground is becoming a no go area.  Cllr Canning whose house overlooks the ground said he sees groups of 4 or 5 youngsters but this can go up to 20 or 30 at times.  Alcohol is brought onto the ground particularly on Friday from 7.30 to 10.00pm.  This is the time when the Youth Workers paid for by the Parish Council should be patrolling.  Cllr C Greaves will meet and remind them to keep up their work.

Cllr Canning also stated that more people are using the Recreation Ground during the day, the problems are in the evening.  He thanked Cllrs Wright and C Greaves for their efforts and hardwork.
Youth Group

A quiz had recently been held for 50 people and a further quiz will be held on the 19th December, tickets from Cllr C Greaves.
Cllr Greaves confirmed that she would be meeting the youth workers this week.

Planning 
The WNDC meeting scheduled for tonight had been cancelled due to a technicality.  A further meeting will be notified.
Applications made

01.10.09 N/2009/0601 & N/2009/0598 - 28A  High Street Hardingstone
Conversion Of Existing Outbuilding Into Residential Accommodation  Including Ground & First Floor Extensions. (Revision Of Permission N/2009/1581).

7.10.09 N/2009/0786



Compass Business Park Bewer House Units A & B Caswell Road. Various Non-Illuminated Signage.

Decision(s) made

19th August 2009 N/2009/0665  2 Sketty Close  -  Northampton
Erection Of Five Bay Portal Framed Workshop Building. Approved 5th October 2009
19th August 2009 N/2009/0664  2 - 3  Sketty Close - Northampton

Proposed Totem Sign.
Approved 5th October 2009
General Purposes and Quality of Life
The village hall items had already been covered.
The Borough Council has confirmed that the windows for the hut must be made of wood.

A question was whether a suspended ceiling would be more appropriate than a plaster board ceiling.  A suspended ceiling could be too low and in any event it was hoped that some storage could be made use of if plasterboard was used.  It was also agreed that the boiler proposal should be retained.  It was agreed to explore a possible grant for a boiler.

The problems with lack of scaffolding had been solved and the roof should be finished shortly.

A reminder that the service of remembrance would be held on the 8th November.

The clerk was asked to try again to arrange a meeting with the Guides and Scouts.

Communications. 
Deadline for the next Voice is on the 16th November.  Could all groups please write something?
The website should be up and running within a month.

Parking and Speeding
The chair echoed the views of the previous chair of the group whereby it seem very difficult for the group to achieve anything positive.  A discussion about this was requested to be an Agenda item next month.
The clerk was asked to contact the Housing Officer to ask about the Bouverie Road garages.
105/09 Correspondence

Council


Northants 50+ Network
Newsletter

EMDA News
Newsletter

NBC
Agenda Neighbourhood Partnership

NCC
Electric Blanket testing

IMI
Cenotaph Cleaning

NCC
Permission for road closure 8th November

CPRE
Newsletter

Northants CALC
Newsletter

NHS Northamptonshire
Annual Report

NBC
Minutes

Hardingstone Guides
Guide hall management

NBC Neighbourhood Partnership
Minutes

NBC
No election request

I. Greenaway
Email re Village Hall Assn

NCC Rights of Way
Request for support

NCC
Electric Blanket Testing week

R. Faichnie
Email re Village Hall Assn

PCSO Egdell
Crime statistics

PC S Harris
Problems in Hardingstone

Open Spaces

Mr Green
Problem with overhanging trees

NCC Rights of Way
Request for financial support

Mr. Norris
Complaint re Recreation Ground

NCC
Pocket Park information

PCSO Egdell
Response re complaint

Planning


West Northants JPU
Amendment re objection
WNDC
CJC Notice of meeting 29th Sept

D MacColl, NBC
Byelaw

NBC Planning Enforcement Officer
Parish Council Building renovation

WNDC
Notice of meeting 27.10.09

General Purposes


NBC Community Liaison
No grant for church lighting

I Greenaway
Progress report on building

Parking & Speeding

NCC
Transport consultation

Clerk


SLCC
Membership benefits

Northants CALC
Salary increase and terms
The Pocket Park information could be of use for the area surrounding the Scouts, Guides and Parish Council buildings.
106/09 Councillors Reports
Cllr Canning reported that the fence surrounding his property has been vandalised.
The fence around the empty bungalow in Martins Lane has been virtually destroyed.  The clerk will try to contact the Estate Agent.

Cllr C Greaves said that there will be a Friends of Hardingstone Tea, Cake and Chat on Saturday 14th November from 2.00 to 3.30pm at Hardy Drive centre.

Mrs Pease reported that overhanging tree and bushes were a danger to those who are blind or partially sighted.  Residents are reminded to cut these back.

107/09 The date of the next meeting is the 24th November at 7.15pm.
108/09 There being no further business the Chairman thanked the Councillors and closed the meeting at 9.00 pm 
Chairman…………………………………….. Date…………………………………………..
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