HARDINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 22nd September 2009 in Hardingstone Village Hall.
Note:  These Minutes will not be approved by the Council until the next full meeting
Present:  R. Faichnie (Chair), B. Wright, K. Barton, I Greenaway, A. Stevens, C. Greaves, W. Dunkley (Clerk)

7 members of the Public and PCSO D. Davies
Apologies: J. Bolton, G. Greaves, J. Canning, M. Hill
The Chairman welcomed those present and declared the meeting open.

087/09 Public Time

Borough Councillors report. No report available due to mayoral duties.
Police report 
There have been problems with mini motorcyclists who have been warned.

There have been two burglaries at properties on The Green with tools and a television set being stolen.

A resident asked about Cherry Orchard and the problems which have occurred recently.  He rang the police on a number of occasions between the 12th and 16th September but there was no real response from the police.  There has again been camping in the woods and a lot of drinking going on.  The resident collected up the empty cans etc and rang NBC who suggested he left them in a bag for the refuse collectors who then refused to take them because they were not in the ‘correct box’ and left them behind!

The PCSO said that there is a problem of communication between the Control Room at the Police HQ and the Safer Community Team and this can cause delays.  The PCSO will suggest that the SCT attend the area on Friday and Saturday evenings when the problems mostly occur.

Neighbourhood Watch 
No report.

Public 
The Budget Consultation meeting for the public to attend will be on the 17th October probably at Bouverie House.  Notices will be put up.

A question was asked about the problems of the traffic congestion outside the village hall.  The Parish Council representatives on the village hall management committee will raise this and the clerk was asked to write pointing out the problems and ask if the village hall can suggest a solution.

The footpath warden reported that all footpaths are currently clear.

088/09 Declarations of Interest

Cllr Greenaway declared an interest in the item under General Purposes concerning the building refurbishment.
089/09 Minutes of meeting held on the 28th July 2009.

The minutes were approved as a true copy.

090/09 Matters arising.

	
	Person/Group to action

	076/09 Public Time

Police Report

The clerk will write to the Borough Council expressing concerns raised by a resident and the police about activities in Cherry Orchard.
	Clerk Letters sent, no response.

	079/09 Matters Arising

Planning

Survey of residents regarding CJC application to be sent to K. Barton by the end of August.
	All councillors Not all returned to Kevin but more to come this week.

	080/09 Council Matters

The clerk will write to local organisations asking them to take part in applying for Section 106 money.

The clerk will start the resignation procedure and make enquiries with Northants CALC on a prolonged recruitment process.
	Clerk –Positive response received from them.

Clerk NBC notified. Response from NALC.

	082/09 Reports from Advisory Groups

Internal Control

Finance Group and Planning Group to let the chair of Internal Control have information on their processes and procedures.

Finance Group

Payments due in August to be paid and notified to the Parish Council in September.

A budget setting consultation with residents will be held on the 3rd October from 10.00 am.  The chairs of groups to meet on Tuesday 6th October at 7.30 pm.  The proposals to be presented to the Parish Council on the 27th October meeting.

Open Spaces

The group will consider the siting of the bench in the Recreation Ground and the clerk will inform the residents affected of this.

Youth Group

Councillors invited to attend Youth Forum meeting on 18th August at 7.30 pm at The Sun.

Cllr C Greaves will visit Roade Youth Café to assess their facilities.

General Purposes and Quality of Life

Cllr Bolton is asked to raise the question of Cherry Orchard and under age drinking at the next Partnership meeting.

Communications

Cllr C Greaves to contact 123 Solutions regarding their website proposals.

Councillors are asked to write a few words for the next Voice before the 15th August.
	Planning checked, Finance to come.
Clerk Dealt with.

Chairs of groups and clerk

Rearranged for 19th September. Postponed .Now re-arranged for the 17th October.
Group and clerk Met with a Police representative and NBC and waiting for their responses.
Councillors attended.
Cllr C Greaves Agenda
Cllr Bolton Carried forward
Cllr C Greaves In hand
Councillors


091/09 Council Matters.
Resignations have been received from two councillors – D. Cooper and S. Rogers.  The vacancy for the first position has been advertised and it is hoped that enough people will come forward to fill both posts.

The council agreed that an advert for Special Constables could be included in the Voice and possibly Forum.

Sgt Beard had asked for a chairman of JAG.  No-one volunteered.

092/09 Substantive Items

Recreation Ground. A consultative meeting had been held in August for the residents to look at the plans for new play equipment.  This had been a very negative meeting.  Most residents do not wish to have any equipment on the Recreation Ground at all.

The Open Spaces group had met with a representative of the police crime prevention unit and a Community Safety Officer from Northampton Borough Council, to seek some help and guidance.  The most positive suggestion had been that the Recreation ground should be closed overnight.  This would involve installing gates at both entrances in Martins Lane, Glebe Way and at the junction near the High Street.  The public footpath would need ‘opening’ up to the Recreation Ground, the hedge being totally removed in order not to ‘design in crime’.  The cost of applying for a closing order would be approximately £2,500 plus employing someone to lock up at night and to open in the mornings.
A question was asked as to the efficacy of the Parish Council, perhaps there has been too much consultation with residents.  However, it was felt that being open is the better option.

The group is waiting for suggestions from the two representatives and hope to be able to bring a proposal to the next Parish Council meeting in October.
093/09 Reports items from Advisory Groups
Internal Control.  
The Planning Groups processes and procedures had been examined and apart from regular audits are in order.  The Finance Group will forward theirs shortly.

Finance Group
a) The following payments were approved for August:
Aug
25
W Dunkley
829
Net salary August LGA 1972

252.28

Aug
25
BT
830
Telephone Aug - Oct

58.59

Aug
25
NBC
831
H'stone voice print issue 16

381.00

Aug
25
H'stone VH
832
Membership 2009/2010

3.00

Aug
25
Park Landscapes
833
Maintenance LGA 1972 Sched 14

241.50

Aug
25
K Rose
834
Maintenance LGA 1972 Sched 14

359.66

Aug
25
Vision ICT
835
Hosting & support 2009/10

271.40

Aug
25
C Greaves
836
Youth Forum expenses

100.00

Aug
25
I Greenaway
837
Second stage build payment

10000.00

b) The following payments were approved:
Sep 
22
W Dunkley
838
Net Salary  April LGA 1972 s112
252.28


22
K. Rose
839
Maintenance LGA 1972 Sched 14
317.41


22
HVHA
840
Hire of Hall
20.25


22
HM Inland Revenue
841
PAYE
189.20

A copy invoice had been received from NBC for Business Rates for the demolished building.  The clerk will pursue the question as to whether the refurbished building will attract Business Rates.

Open Spaces 
Playground Report.  
No real problems at the moment.  The question of the bench in the recreation ground is waiting on a report from the police crime prevention officer and the Borough Council community safety officer.
Youth Group

There had been a Youth Forum meeting in August which 9 youngsters had attended.  They would like to see equipment such as a MUGA on the Recreation Ground and a place to meet.  A meeting will be arranged in two months time.

Cllr Greaves had visited a Youth Café at Wootton and was very encouraged to see the wide range of ages there up to about 20+ years.  The atmosphere there was very encouraging.

A BBQ had been held on the Recreation Ground.

There will be a Fish and chip supper and Quiz on the 17th October at the Village hall.

Planning 
WNDC will be meeting on the 29th September to make a decision on the proposed CJC centre at Brackmills.  The Parish Council would register for Cllr Barton to speak against the application although there is a feeling that the application will be approved.  As many people as possible are encouraged to attend at Franklins Gardens at 6.00 pm on the 29th September.

An objection had been sent to the West Northants JPU proposals.

A response had been sent to the Northampton Centre proposal giving encouragement.

Rachel Carson, Engage Planning, had been in touch and would be willing to update the Parish Council at a meeting.  It was agreed to keep in touch and meet later.

Applications made

4th August 2009 N/2009/05 98 & N/2009/0601 28A High Street, Hardingstone Conversion Of Existing Outbuilding Into Residential Accommodation Including Ground & First Floor Extensions. (Revision of Permission N/2007/1580)  - No objections
19th August 2009
N/2009/0665  2 Sketty Close  -  Northampton

Erection Of Five Bay Portal Framed Workshop Building.

19th August 2009
N/2009/0664  2 - 3  Sketty Close - Northampton

Proposed Totem Sign.

22nd August 2009 08/0283 FULWNN  CJC proposal, Pavilion Drive, Brackmills – amendment

26th August 2009 N/2009/0684 - 43 High Street Hardingstone, Northampton. New Glazed Porch To Front Elevation And Glazed Side Link To Replace Existing  - No objections
Decision(s) made

N/2009/441 4no 3 bedroom terraced houses as amended by plans received 13th July 2009 – The Farm, The Green, Hardingstone  Approved 29th July 2009

26.06.09 N/2009/0486 48A High Street, Hardingstone, Northampton

Installation Of Dormers To Front Elevation.

Approved 6th August 2009

13th July 2009 
N/2009/0532 - 23 Ansell Way Northampton. Proposed Erection Of 1.8M High Front And Side Boundary Fence. Approved 28th August 2009

General Purposes and Quality of Life
HVHA management committee had recently held a meeting on the terms of reference.  There seems to be a lack of understanding by the current Trustees on their legal responsibilities.  There is a lot of work still to be done on insurance and legal responsibilities.  There is a difficulty on the role of the Parish Council representatives on the committee.  The ‘old’ trustees are of the view that the Parish Council representatives do not represent the Parish Council.
Building Refurbishment.  Mr Greenaway provided a report on the work so far which has recommenced in earnest. (Report attached.)  The planning condition of installing wooden windows is being questioned and the Building Control Officer is of a mind that it would be against the insulation installed in the rest of the building to have wooden windows.

Cllr Greenaway withdrew from the meeting whilst the revised quotation and out of pocket expenses were discussed.

Revised quotation.  After a short discussion it was proposed that the Parish Council accept the revised quotation.  This proposal was seconded and passed unanimously.

Out of pocket expenses.  Mr Greenaway had outlined the number of hours work which he had lost and the cost per hour.  A question was asked about whether this would be good use of Precept money but the counter argument was that although this must be taken into account Mr Greenaway was out of pocket because of the difficulties with the Planning permission and this was neither the fault of the Parish Council or Mr Greenaway and therefore Mr Greenaway should be reimbursed. Mr Greenaway had proposed reducing the amount claimed by a third, which was appreciated by the Parish Council.
It was proposed that payment of £4120 be paid to Mr Greenaway without prejudice to any future claims.  In addition a further stage payment of £7500 will be paid in October and the balance of approximately £7500 be paid on completion which should be by the end of November.

This proposal was made and seconded and four councillors voted for the proposal and one against.  The proposal was therefore carried.

The clerk was asked to make out a cheque for £4120 and to write to the Conservation office at the Borough Council to see whether a claim against them can be made.

Mr Greenaway rejoined the meeting and was thanked for his work and his time given.

Communications. 
The Voice will be out next week.

Work on the new website is in hand.

Parking and Speeding

NCC has sent information on a proposed permit parking scheme which the group will look at.

094/09 Correspondence

Council


Northants CALC
Update

Roade School
Extended Services

HVHA
HVHA Membership

NCC
Parish Path Warden

NBC
Tree Preservation Order

NBC
Agenda

Northants Police
Distraction Burglaries

East Midlands Energy Saving Trust
Green Communities event 23 September

Northants 50+ network
Getting involved

NCC
Highway Rep Annual Conference

NBC
Permission to advertise vacancy

NHS
Invitation to AGM

NCC
Wootton Field library event

NBC
Electoral Review of NBC invitation

NBC Museums
Leaflet

NBC
Minutes

Lizzi Betts Northants Police
Special Constables

P. Beard, Northants Police
JAG leader request

NBC
Agenda

SLCC
Code of Conduct course details

Finance


Vitalise
Request for support

NBC
Finance report

Hardingstone WI plus other responses
Response re village application

NBC
Copy nil Business Rate

Communications

NCC
Request to advertise

Planning


NBC
Emerging Strategy for Central Action Plan

West Northants JPU
Notification of consultation

NBC
Planning info re 28a High Street

WNDC
Amendments to CJC application

West Northants JPU
Amendments to consultation

CPRE
West Northants JPU

Mid Northants Parishes
Response to Sustainable Communities Plan

WNDC
Pre-consultation Notification: WNDC Sustainability Manual

Quinton Action Group
JPU Protest

Northants CALC
Reservations on March

Parking and Speeding

NCC
Proposal for permit scheme

Open Spaces

Littlethorpe Leicester
Brochure

Glasdon
Email

Fenland Leisure Products
Brochure

Timberline products
Brochure

BACA Warehouse
Brochure

Youth


BYC
Training information

General Purposes

I Greenaway
Out of pocket expenses

I Greenaway
Updated quotation

NBC Planning
Acknowledgement of Notice

CVL Systems
CCTV


Clerk


NBC
List of changes to electors

Viking Direct
Brochure

SLCC
Brochure

Clerks & councils Direct
Magazine

SLCC
The Clerk magazine

Equanet
Brochure – printers

SLCC
Notice of AGM

095/09 Councillors Reports
Cllr Greenaway.  There are some bushes near the village hall which are causing problems.  Keith Rose will be asked to take them out.
The Scouts have dumped some of their rubbish in the middle of the grassed area which makes a problem for the mowing.  They will be asked to move it.

The Players will be reminded that they would need to submit any plans to the Parish Council prior to applying for planning permission.

Cllr C Greaves said that the next Tea, cake and chat will be on the 26th September 2.45- 4.15pm with an optional Beetle Drive.  All very welcome.
A quiz evening will be held on the 17th October.
096/09 The date of the next meeting is the 27th October at 7.15pm.
097/09 There being no further business the Chairman thanked the Councillors and closed the meeting at 9.25pm 
Chairman…………………………………….. Date…………………………………………..
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